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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Doctrinal  Statement. 
 
The church believes the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy 
Scripture, including the following: 
 
1   The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 
 
2   The sovereignty of God in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final 
judgment. 
 
3   The divine inspiration, infallibility and inerrancy of Holy Scripture as originally 
given, and   its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
4   The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man 
subject to God’s wrath and condemnation.  
 
5   The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ the incarnate Son of God, His virgin birth and 
His real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross; His bodily resurrection; His 
ascension; His present reign in  heaven and on earth; and His intercession on behalf of 
the church. 
 
6   Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial and 
atoning death, once and for all time, of our representative and substitute, Jesus Christ, 
the only mediator between God and man. 
 
7   Justification as God’s act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned all 
his sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only because of the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to him, this justification being received by faith alone. 
 
8   The need for the Holy Spirit to make the work of Christ effective to the individual 
sinner, granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
9  The church as the body of Christ, both locally and worldwide, its members consisting 
of those only to have been born again through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
10  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all those thus regenerated, producing in them 
an increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowering them for 
their witness in the world. 
 
11 The future personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge all men, executing 
God’s final just condemnation on the impenitent and receiving the redeemed to eternal 
glory. 
 
(A further explanation of the things we believe is set out in the 1646 Westminster 
Confession of Faith) 



A  LETTER  FROM  THE  MINISTER 
 
Dear friends, 
I think we would all agree that our nation has some big decisions to 
make over the next few months. For example, our Prime Minister and 
her cabinet have to decide what kind of deal to make with the EU. The 
rest of our politicians have to decide whether to back that deal or reject 
it. Employers have to figure out how they are going to operate whether 
there is a deal or no deal. The banks have to be prepared for a worst 
case scenario, whatever that may be.  
 
And as for you and me? Well, as far as we are concerned, it's 'fait 
accompli' to borrow a French phrase. We made our decision at the time 
of the referendum - for better or for worse - and so we will just have to 
sit back and enjoy the benefits or suffer the consequences of whatever 
happens over the coming months. In one sense, there's nothing we can 
do. Or is there? 
 
The Bible teaches that the Christian has enormous responsibilities 
towards those whom God has placed in authority over us. 1 Peter 2:17 
says that we are to: "Honour the king". Romans 13:1 tells us that: 
"Everyone must submit to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established". (That is to be our 
attitude towards our leaders even when their politics are not ours or the 
result of the referendum is not what we would have preferred. The only 
exception to this principle is if submission demands disobedience 
towards God as in Acts 5:29). And perhaps most importantly of all, as 
far as we are concerned at this moment in time, 1 Timothy 2:2 tells us 
to: "Pray for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful 
and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness".  
 
And so there is something we can do. Rather than being those who 
merely criticise or condemn or mock our political leaders, we can be - 
and should be - those who pray for them. May God help us to do so - 
especially in view of the big decisions that await them. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
David.         



Amongst Ourselves 
 
It was the reformer Martin Luther’s own discovery of the great truth of 
salvation through faith alone that completely changed him. Up to this 
point Luther was ‘extraordinarily successful as a monk. He engaged in 
prayer, fasting, and ascetic practices—going without sleep, enduring 
bone-chilling cold without a blanket, and flagellating himself, all the 
time thinking that he needed to produce a righteousness for God. But it 
was through meditating on Paul’s letter to the Romans and especially 
chapter 1v17 “the just shall live by faith” that the light dawned, as he 
says “I came to understand that the righteous live by a gift of God, 
namely by faith…and I felt as if I were entirely born again and had 
entered paradise itself through the gates that had been flung open”’ 
(from Christianity Today).  So it is appropriate that in our Tuesday and 
Wednesday evening groups we are now studying the book of Romans. 
‘There is no telling what may happen when people study the book of 
Romans, you have been warned!’ so wrote FF Bruce in his Tyndale 
commentary on Romans. 
 
It’s that time of year when students return, Freshers’ week takes place 
and the town becomes alive again! Our minister David is commencing 
a series on Daniel on Sunday mornings and the various mid-week 
activities have recommenced. Thanks are due however to all those who 
preached during the late summer including Lyn Davies, JP Earnest and 
John Gough. During the summer some of us were able to attend the 
English & Welsh EMW conferences which were a source of 
encouragement. 
 
At the end of Freshers’ week we welcomed a number of students to our 
Sunday morning service and many stayed on for the fellowship lunch. 
David’s evening sermon took the form of an introduction to Romans to 
prepare us for our midweek studies. JP is in Manchester with the OAM 
for a week of mission. Let’s continue to pray for those who cannot 
make the Sunday services, thinking especially of Malcolm Cheeseman 
and Idwen Morgan. 
 

John P Gough 
 



 
Daily Prayer Points 

 
Sunday Pray for the Officers of the church (Elders and Deacons) as 

they seek to order, lead and serve the fellowship according 
to God’s instructions in Holy Scripture. (1 Peter 5:1-3) 

Monday Pray for those in authority in the workplace (employers, 
managers, lecturers, tutors, head-teachers etc.) that they 
may rule fairly and that we may be salt and light in the 
places where we work, serve and are taught.  (1 Peter 2:15) 

Tuesday Pray for the Queen, as head of State, that she may know 
God’s protection and be a wise, godly witness within the 
Royal family and UK Government. Pray that God will 
watch over her and keep her faithful to Him. (1 Timothy 
2:1-4) 

Wednesday Pray for the Prime minister and her government (at this 
time of considerable national turmoil) that they may be kept 
from error and be given wisdom as they seek to lead and 
direct the country. 
(Proverbs 11:14) 

Thursday 
 

Pray for all husbands and fathers that they may rule their 
families well in accordance with God’s Holy Word. 
(Ephesians 6:4) 

Friday Pray for Wales’ First Minister, his cabinet and Assembly 
members.  Pray that they may be prevented from passing 
laws which hinder the work of the Gospel in Wales and 
which lead to the erosion of good, Christian values in 
society. Pray also for God’s overruling in the election of a 
new First Minister for Wales. (Isaiah 40:8) 

Saturday Pray for Christian ministers in North Wales as they prepare 
to preach tomorrow, that they may know God’s protection, 
presence and leading. Pray that God will anoint their 
preaching with power for His glory. (Colossians. 4:2-4) 

 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Janet	Thomas	

 
 
	



	
Missionary	Prayer	Points	

	Sunday:	Richard	and	Barbara	Davies,	EMF	Marseille.	 	Pray	for	a	
new	family	with	five	children	whom	they	visit	on	Saturdays.		They	
help	the	four	older	children	with	their	schoolwork	and	also	teach	
them	Bible	stories.	 	Pray	that	the	adults	in	the	family	will	engage	
with	the	Bible	stories.	
	
Monday:		IFES.		Baška,	Lydia	Adams	and	Heledd	Job	are	now	back	
in	 their	 respective	 spheres	 of	 work	 with	 students	 in	 Slovakia,	
Slovenia	 and	 Italy	 respectively.	 	 Pray	 they	 will	 have	 profitable	
times	of	Bible	teaching	and	that	the	students	will	be	grounded	in	
the	faith	and	more	be	saved.	
	
Tuesday:	 Emmanuel	 and	 Esther	 Durand	 and	 family,	 UFM,	
Chambery,	France.		Pray	that	Emmanuel	will	be	especially	upheld	
as	he	copes	with	the	church	situation	having	lost	his	fellow-elder	
to	such	an	unexpected	death.	 	Remember	also	his	preparation	of	
lectures	 for	 the	 Belgium	 Bible	 Institute	 where	 he	 is	 much	
appreciated.	He	also	continues	with	his	chemotherapy	treatment.	
	
Wednesday:	 Albania.	 	 Pray	 for	 Tili	 and	 his	 family	 to	 know	 for	
certain	if	the	Lord	wants	them	to	relocate	from	the	USA	to	help	Geni	
with	the	church	in	Memaliaj	and	Ballsh.	
	
Thursday:	Johnny	and	Ann	McLean	and	family,	Bangkok.	Pray	for	
their	church	camp	October	13-15.		A	missionary	from	N.E.	Thailand	
will	be	their	main	speaker.	
	
Friday:	English	and	Welsh	Christian	Unions.	Pray	for	their	ongoing	
work	and	that	new	Christian	students	will	join	with	them	and	also	
attend	 a	 church	where	 they	will	 be	 grounded	 in	 faith.	 	 Pray	 for	
wisdom	and	God’s	discernment	for	Elin	the	staff	worker.		
	
Saturday:	 UST/WEST.	 Pray	 for	 the	 staff	 that	 their	 lectures	 will	
convince	 the	students	of	 the	 truth	of	 the	Bible	and	 that	 this	will	
enable	them	to	stand	firm	in	the	faith.	



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Idwen	Morgan	
News from Slovakia 

 

 
 
 
 

Ebenezer first got to know about the work of VBH (their equivalent of 
UCCF) in Slovakia when Heledd Job went there as an IFES worker. 
Then four years ago Baska came to Bangor to do a year’s Relay work 
with the UCCF.  Since then both Baska and Beata have visited 
Ebenezer and this summer Baska spent part of her sabbatical with us.  
It was a very beneficial experience for both sides for not only did Baska 
have time to recuperate and charge her spiritual batteries, but we were 
able to hear first-hand about the spiritual situation in Slovakia – as well 
as tasting some excellent Slovakian cuisine.  The situation is not easy 
for the team, for the three of them have to cover the whole country and 
being nominally a Roman Catholic country where evangelical 
Christianity is regarded as a cult, they sometimes get little co-operation 
from the university authorities. In preparation for the new semester 
VBH held a conference in Modra which involved lectures, seminars 
and practical training.  Please remember them in our prayers as they try 
to spread the gospel in Slovak universities.  Also pray for the provision 
of new workers and the finance to support them. 

The VBH team in Slovakia – Graham, Baska and Beata 



 
The Gospel in the Great War 

 
November 11th sees the 100th anniversary of the armistice which 
marked the end of the Great War (1914-1918).  There was hardly a 
family in Britain that was not affected in some way: even the minister 
of St Paul’s Church, on whose site we now worship, lost his grandson 
in 1917.  On a personal note, both my grandfathers fought in the 
conflict and my grandmother lost her first husband on the Somme.  As 
a child I remember that many of the older men had bad coughs and I 
was told that this was because they must have had a “ touch of gas” 

while they were in the trenches.   
 
Despite the horrors of this war, it 
is a comfort to know that Army 
Scripture Readers were active, 
bringing the gospel to the troops, 
many of whom were about to face 
death.  To mark this anniversary 
SASRA in cooperation with 10 
Publishing and Day One has 
brought out two small books 
telling of the exploits of two of 
their Scripture Readers during the 
conflict. 
 
The first is titled ROUGH 
JOURNAL and takes the form of a 
diary kept by Army Scripture 
Reader H. Wisbey who served 
from August – September 1914 

with the Suffolk Regiment who were part of the British Expeditionary 
forced in Belgium and France.  His diary displays the zealous way in 
which he presented the gospel to the troops in the regiment, many of 
whom would not be coming home. 
 
Part of the entry for 19th August reads, “Got among the troops during 
the day and tried to point them to Christ, and I have reason to believe 



my message went home to many of them.  I just leave the results with 
God.  Had a nice prayer meeting after tea in the fields at the back of our 
sleeping shed. How our hearts did burn – it was a very real prayer 
meeting too; we just commended our dear ones to God, and prayed for 
our comrades.  Many of the men were listening close by, but had not 
the courage to join us.  I lay down on the straw again about 9 p.m. very 
tired and slept.  I can rest with this text of God’s word.  “My God shall 
supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus”.” 
On 21st August he writes, “Had some talks with the men before starting 
(the march); many of the men seem to be thinking very seriously now.  
Some say they have already decided.  It seems my words to them have 
not been in vain.” 
 
On the 27th August after one 
encounter with the enemy he wrote, 
“The men seem grateful to God for 
such a wonderful escape.  All 
acknowledge that it is God who 
graciously spared them.  Most of 
them talk quite pious; it has softened 
their hard hearts, but if it is not God’s 
Holy Spirit, it will soon wear off I am 
afraid.” 
 
The second book, “Scripture 
Reading to the End”  is the diary of 
another scripture reader, William 
Ransley, who like Wisbey was 
posted to France in 1914.  The main focus of this book however is the 
period when the Great War staggered to its brutal and horrifying 
conclusion  in 1918.  Yet through it all, Ransley maintained a faithful 
witness to Christ.  
       Michael Walters 
 
SASRA continues to witness to Soldiers and Airmen today and its 
Scripture Readers are still active in military bases. 
More information can be found on their website: www.sasra.org.uk 
 



 
 
 
 
 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Visiting	Preacher	in	Ebenezer	
14th	October	(p.m.)	:	Peter	Wilson	

4th	November	(a.m.	and	p.m.)	:	Gareth	Williams(Bala)	
25th	November	(a.m.	and	p.m.)	:	Stephen	Dunning	
	

DIARY	DATES	
				The	next	church	work	party	will	be	on	Saturday					

November10th.	
Ebenezer	Carol	Service:		9th	December	
Benllech	Carol	Service:		16th	December	

 

As most of us will know by now 2019 sees the 50th 
anniversary of Ebenezer and to celebrate this the church 
will be holding two events: 
Saturday May 18th – Church’s Anniversary Day 
Conference at Beechwood Court, Conwy – Speaker: Gareth 
Williams, Bala. 
12th & 13th October – 50th Anniversary celebrations: 
Saturday afternoon Fellowship tea and Exhibition.  
Sunday services with Dr Eryl Davies (former minister of 
Ebenezer). 
Keep these dates free in your diary – more information to 

follow 
 



 
 
 

EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
ST. PAUL’S TERRACE, BANGOR LL57 1NS 

www.ebenezerbangor.org.uk 
Charity Commission Number: 1160857 

…………………………… 
 

OFFICERS 
Elders 
David Finnie (Minister)                        Dkjfinnie@aol.com                              (01248) 362334 
John Gough                                     jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                   352433 
 
Deacons 
Wyn Thomas                                   w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk                                         351347                                                              
Michael Walters          mikewalters@hotmail.com        470681 
 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
SUNDAY           10.10am            Prayer Meeting in annex. 
                            10.30am            Morning Service. Junior Church (ages 4-10) during sermon. 
                              5.40pm            Prayer Meeting in Library. 
                              6.00pm            Evening Service 
                                              The Lord’s Supper 1st Sun. evening & 3rd Sun. morning. 
 
 
TUESDAY              7.30pm          Prayer Meeting/ Fellowship Groups*  
 
 
THURSDAY           10am               Ladies Bible Study  

 
FRIDAY              7.30pm              G.O.A.L Youth Club for ages 11-18.  
 

*Meetings not held in the church – please ask for details. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Michael Walters             mikewalters@hotmail.com                       470681 
Youth Club Leader: Fiona Earnest                 fionaearnest@yahoo.co.uk                      362334 
Grapevine Editor: Michael Walters      mikewalters@hotmail.com                     470681  
Notice Sheet Editor: Fiona Earnest  fionaearnest@yahoo.co.uk                       362334 
 

 
 


