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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Doctrinal  Statement. 
 
The church believes the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy 
Scripture, including the following: 
 
1   The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 
 
2   The sovereignty of God in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final 
judgment. 
 
3   The divine inspiration, infallibility and inerrancy of Holy Scripture as originally 
given, and   its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
4   The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man 
subject to God’s wrath and condemnation.  
 
5   The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ the incarnate Son of God, His virgin birth and 
His real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross; His bodily resurrection; His 
ascension; His present reign in  heaven and on earth; and His intercession on behalf of 
the church. 
 
6   Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial and 
atoning death, once and for all time, of our representative and substitute, Jesus Christ, 
the only mediator between God and man. 
 
7   Justification as God’s act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned all 
his sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only because of the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to him, this justification being received by faith alone. 
 
8   The need for the Holy Spirit to make the work of Christ effective to the individual 
sinner, granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
9  The church as the body of Christ, both locally and worldwide, its members consisting 
of those only to have been born again through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
10  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all those thus regenerated, producing in them 
an increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowering them for 
their witness in the world. 
 
11 The future personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge all men, executing 
God’s final just condemnation on the impenitent and receiving the redeemed to eternal 
glory. 
 
(A further explanation of the things we believe is set out in the 1646 Westminster 
Confession of Faith) 



A  LETTER  FROM  THE  MINISTER 
 
Dear friends, 
 

Living in a part of the world that usually has plenty of rain, we 
can easily forget the vital role which the rain plays. But the recent spell 
of dry weather has reminded us that, far from being unnecessary, the 
water that falls from the sky is necessary and accomplishes something 
vitally important before returning to the sky. To quote the words of 
Isaiah 55:10, it does not return to the heavens "without watering the 
earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower 
and bread for the eater". That is the purpose for which God in his 
goodness sends the rain. And what the Lord goes on to say in the next 
verse is that just as he sends the rain from heaven with a purpose and 
in order to accomplish something important, so it is with the word that 
goes out from his mouth: "It will not return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it". 

That ought to be a great encouragement to us at all times but 
particularly during these summer months when there are tremendous 
opportunities for Word ministry. It is at this time of year that thousands 
of unbelieving people in our country hear the Word of God on beaches 
and in open-airs. It is at this time of year that thousands of believing 
people hear the Word of God being faithfully proclaimed in 
conferences. It is at this time of year that many young people, believing 
and unbelieving, attend Christian camps and in doing so hear the Word 
of God.  

And whether we be amongst those who are delivering that Word 
or receiving it, the great encouragement of Isaiah 55 is that far from 
being a waste of time or a futile exercise, what takes place during these 
summer months is of enormous and eternal significance. It is in this 
way - through the reading and hearing and proclamation of his Word - 
that our God accomplishes what he desires, both in our lives and in the 
lives of men and women and young people around us. And so that being 
the case, let us give thanks to God for the enormous opportunities 
which these summer months provide and pray that they might be used 
for our good and his glory. 
Yours sincerely, 
David.    



Amongst Ourselves 
 
Whilst on holiday in North Devon recently we walked along part of the 
South West Coast Path which runs from Minehead to Poole Harbour. 
The path passes by some striking features, for example, at Hartland 
Quay where there are amazing cliff formations as well as dangerous 
rocks in the sea below. This reminded me of the path of faith so aptly 
illustrated in John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress; a mixture of beautiful 
sights but of hidden dangers too. However, the Christian is never alone 
in his or her pilgrimage but shares in the journey with others in the 
church fellowship who help us on our way. Here are a few signposts 
relevant to the life of this church. 
 
Ministry of the Word: On Sundays our minister David is preaching 
through Luke’s Gospel and First Chronicles. Visiting preachers were 
Matt Francis, David Harding and Irvon Parry. The Fellowship groups 
both in Bangor and on Anglesey, the Pontllyfni Bible Study, Ladies 
Bible Study and Youth Club have concluded for the summer but we 
continue to meet for prayer each week. 
 
Outreach: The summer season brings many opportunities for 
evangelism. We are grateful for the help of the beach mission team 
(UBM) who are leading Sunday evening services in Benllech as well 
as teaching in Junior Church. JP & Fiona Earnest are leading the beach 
mission team (OAM) at Tenby for two weeks. There are also the EMW 
& CCIW camps, which some of our young people are attending and 
others are giving practical help. Richard, Pete & Edi and family are 
helping on WEC camps in Norfolk. 
 
People: Two former students, Catrin and James were married at Bryn 
y Groes, Bala in July. We have welcomed Baška back from Slovakia 
for a visit. Meanwhile Malcom is recovering from an operation on his 
hand. Former members Gareth Thomas and Geoff Bright are having 
health problems. Please pray for them and their families as well as for 
others in our fellowship who have ongoing health issues. 
 
                                                                                         John P Gough 
  



Daily	Prayer	Points	
Sunday:	Pray	that	God’s	Holy	Spirit	may	be	at	work	in	our	meetings	
today.	 	May	He	 help	 us	 hear	 and	meditate	 on	 the	Word	 as	 it	 is	
opened	to	us.		May	our	minister	have	freedom	in	the	preaching	of	
the	Word.	
	
Monday:	 Pray	 for	 those	 whom	 we	 met	 yesterday	 who	 are	 on	
holiday	in	North	Wales	and	people	from	our	own	church	who	have	
gone	on	holiday	elsewhere.		May	God	give	them	a	time	of	refreshing	
and	rest	from	the	busyness	of	modern	living.	
	
Tuesday:	Pray	for	those	of	our	fellowship	who	are	away	at	camps	
and	conferences.		May	these	activities	be	of	real	spiritual	benefit	to	
them.	
	
Wednesday:	 Pray	 for	 the	 church	officers.	 	May	 those	who	have	
spiritual	oversight	of	the	church	have	wisdom	and	discernment	in	
their	 leading	 of	 the	 flock.	 	 Also	 uphold	 those	 who	 have	
responsibility	for	the	more	practical	aspects	of	church	life	as	they	
seek	to	steer	the	church	through	the	increasingly	complex	legal	and	
financial	aspects	of	running	a	church.	
	
Thursday:	Pray	for	the	elderly	connected	with	the	church	who	at	
one	time	were	active	members	of	the	fellowship	but	who	now	find	
it	increasingly	difficult	to	meet	with	us.		Let	us	bear	in	mind	that	in	
the	not	too	distant	future	this	will	happen	to	all	of	us.	Let	us	pray	
that	the	Lord	will	increasingly	uphold	them	in	their	latter	days.		
	
Friday:	 Let	 us	 remember	 in	 our	 prayers	 those	 who	 are	 going	
through	times	of	illness	in	the	fellowship,	both	physical	and	mental.		
Remember,	they	are	part	of	the	body	of	Christ	and	when	one	part	
suffers	we	all	suffer.	
	
Saturday:	Pray	 that	 tomorrow	may	be	 a	 time	of	 real	 fellowship	
with	believers	in	the	church.		May	we	seek	to	edify	one	another	in	
our	conversations,	speak	to	those	who	are	visiting	the	church	and	
enjoy	each	others’	company	in	the	Lord.	



Missionary  Prayer  Points 
Sunday: UST (Union School of Theology)/WEST. Remember those who 
enter into new ministries this summer. Pray for new students to apply 
for courses, or, to study ‘on-line’. Pray for the summer activities of 
students and refreshment for the staff. 
Monday:  Johnny and Ann McClean, UFM, Bangkok, and their three 
children have been to Britain June 29th to August 4th. Pray that the 
refreshed interest shown in these meetings will continue.  Pray that 
Pramote will be protected in Bangkok during their absence.  Pray 
especially for Ann who will be returning to her school early in August.  
Tuesday: Emmanuel & Esther Durand, and four children at 
Chambéry, UFM, France. Emmanuel had his first CLL chemotherapy 
on 12th June. He will have six treatments, once a month. Pray that others 
in the fellowship will be able to help in place of Jean-Pierre who died 
very suddenly in July.  Pray that the church will show its strength in 
these times of testing. 
Wednesday: Richard & Barbara Davies, (EMF, S. France) Their 
ministry depends on the effectiveness of Home Visits.  Pray for 
distractions to be minimal, for a good understanding of the Bible 
stories, and for wakefulness. Pray for the family where the father is an 
imam but asked Richard to share and is keen that the children listen 
carefully. Pray that the seeds sown in Alice’s two children hearts will 
not be lost while the three are away for 12 months. 
Thursday: Baška (IFES in Slovakia) gives thanks for co-workers 
Beata and Graham, but more fellow-workers are needed to cover the 
country adequately.  She asks for prayer for her personal walk with the 
Lord to know how to counsel enquirers, and to overcome spiritual 
oppression. 
Friday: UCCF, Elin B. Williams. We (at Ebe) give thanks for the 
participation of the students during the last year and pray for their 
summer activities.  We look forward to a new intake in October that 
will bring blessing to their fellow-students and to the university.  
Saturday: Geni and Niki Dolgani, and Alma, Albania: Pray for the 
follow-up of those who attended the summer camps so that faith may 
grow and bear fruit.  Pray that the numerous families they meet with 
may be united in Christ.             

Richard Owens. 
                                                                                                       



	
SEVERE	PERSECUTION	AT	DOLGELLAU	

	

 
	
According	 to	 John	 Evans,	 Bala,	 the	 cause	 at	 Dolgellau	 began	 in	
1766.	At	that	time	a	religious	woman	called	Jane	Griffith	came	to	
the	town	to	keep	a	school.		She	had	been	born	and	bred	in	a	place	
called	 Erwbach,	 near	 Dolbenmaen,	 Caernarvonshire,	 so	 most	
probably	 she	had	attended	 the	 society	 at	Brynengan.	 	This	 good	
woman	would	converse	with	whoever	would	listen	of	the	evil	of	sin	
and	the	miserable	state	of	mankind	because	of	the	Fall.		In	this	way	
she	befriended	a	few	poor	people.		When	Jane	Griffith	eventually	
left	 the	 area,	 these	 few	 who	 remained	 could	 no	 longer	 endure	
without	the	word	of	life	and,	soon,	preachers	from	Caernarfonshire	
and	Bala	came	to	minister	to	them.	 	But	their	 lives	were	in	great	
danger;	 the	 town	 and	 the	 whole	 neighbourhood	 were	 raging	
against	the	new	way	of	exhorting	people	in	private	houses	and	on	
the	 highway,	 and	 were	 strong	 supporters	 of	 sports	 and	 other	
corrupt	practices.	 	The	brethren	from	Bala	rented	a	house	called	
Pant-y-cra,	about	a	mile	from	Dolgellau,	in	order	to	preach	there.		

One	 Sunday	 Mr	 Thomas	 Foulkes	 of	 Bala	 had	 promised	 to	
come	and	exhort.		The	news	spread	like	wildfire	and	the	population	
was	 thoroughly	 aroused.	 	 By	 the	 appointed	 hour,	 crowds	 had	



gathered	from	the	town	and	countryside	about,	vowing	that	if	the	
exhorter	arrived	they	would	kill	him	and	bury	his	body	in	a	peaty	
pool	nearby.		When	the	brethren	understood	the	vicious	mood	of	
the	crowd	they	went	to	meet	Mr	Foulkes	and	prevented	him	from	
coming	 to	 them.	 	 The	 persecutors,	 having	 been	 disappointed,	
attacked	the	house	and	pulled	down	part	of	it.		Then	a	little	later,	
upon	 realising	 that	 they	 had	 broken	 the	 law,	 they	 repaired	 the	
damage.		The	brethren	ventured	to	meet	at	a	later	date	and,	little	
by	little,	preaching	commenced	in	the	town.	

The	persecution	however	was	not	yet	finished.		One	day,	three	
men	from	the	south	were	announced	to	preach	at	Dolgellau.		Again	
the	population	was	stirred	to	anger	and	decided	that	the	three	men	
would	 not	 escape	 without	 being	 beaten,	 if	 not	 killed.	 	 They	
therefore	kept	a	close	watch	on	the	two	bridges	at	either	end	of	the	
town.		But	believers	from	Dolgellau	took	charge	of	the	preachers’	
horses,	while	others	of	the	brethren	led	the	three	exhorters	on	foot	
through	the	river	above	the	bridge,	so	that	they	escaped.	One	of	the	
local	 believers	 however	was	hit	 on	 the	 head	by	a	 stone	and	 fell	
down.		His	attackers	then	ran	away	thinking	they	had	killed	him.	

At	another	time,	one	of	Howell	Harris’s	followers	visited	the	
town,	presuming	to	preach	publicly	in	the	market-place,	but	he	was	
eventually	glad	enough	to	be	able	to	climb	on	his	horse	and	escape	
in	haste.	 	His	persecutors	arose	and	demanded,	 in	their	rage	and	
fury,	that	he	be	torn	in	pieces.		One	of	them	came	with	a	poacher’s	
trident	in	his	hand,	meaning	to	pierce	him	through.		The	preacher	
was	 stopped	 by	 a	 closed	 gate,	 but	 the	wife	 of	 the	man	with	 the	
trident	 came	 and	 opened	 it	 for	 him,	 and	 so,	 by	 God’s	 grace,	 he	
escaped.	 	 From	all	 accounts	 it	 is	 clear	 that	 the	early	believers	of	
Dolgellau	 had	 to	 suffer	 for	 many	 years.	 	 Not	 only	 was	 their	
persecution	more	heated	than	in	other	places	but	also	it	lasted	for	
longer.		
This	extract	is	taken	from	Vol.	2	of	John	Morgan	Jones	and	William	
Morgan’s	“The	Calvinistic	Methodist	Fathers	of	Wales”	translated	by	
John	Aaron	and	published	by	Banner	of	Truth.		It	reminds	us	that	only	
250	years	ago	persecution	in	Wales	was	as	bad	as	that	which	we	hear	
of	in	certain	countries	of	the	world	today.		Let	us	thank	God	that	we	
still	have	the	freedom	to	preach	openly	today.	



James	and	Catrin’s	Wedding	
	

On	 the	 7th	 July	 two	 former	
Bangor	 University	 student	
who	 regularly	 attended	
Ebenezer	 were	 married	 at	
Capel	 Tegid	 in	 Bala.	 	 James	
Trollope	had	just	graduated	
this	 summer	 and	 his	 bride,	
Catrin	Davies	just	finished	a	
year	as	a	UCCF	Relay	worker	
in	Cardiff	after	graduating	a	
year	 ago.	 	 The	 marriage	
service	 was	 conducted	 by	

Catrin’s	 grandfather,	 Rev	 John	 Davies.	 	 Also	 taking	 part	 in	 the	
service	was	Rev	Matt	Francis,	the	pastor	of	Catrin’s	home	church	in	
Deeside.	
As	 well	 as	 friends	 and	 fellow	 students	 from	 Bangor,	 the	
congregation	 included	many	 friends	 and	 family	 from	Deeside	as	
well	 as	 many	 from	 James’	 	 home	 church,	 Above	 Bar	 in	
Southampton.	 	 It	 was	 especially	 good	 to	 also	 see	 among	 the	
congregation	Rev	Dr	Eryl	Davies	and	his	wife	Magwen.		As	well	as	
being	Catrin’s	great	uncle,	Dr	Davies	 is	also	a	 former	minister	of	
Ebenezer.	
After	the	service	the	congregation	walked	a	little	way	up	the	road	
to	 Bryn-y-Groes	 where	
the	 wardens,	 Gwydion	
and	 Catrin	 Lewis,	
assisted	by	many	friends	
and	 family,	 provided	 a	
sumptuous	reception.	 	 It	
is	 thought	to	be	the	 first	
event	 of	 its	 kind	 to	 be	
held	at	Bryn-y-Groes.		We	
wish	 James	 and	 Catrin	
every	 blessing	 in	 their	
married	life.	



The Christian Institute 
 

 
	
On	7th	June	Ebenezer	hosted	a	meeting	on	behalf	of	the	Christian	
Institute.	 	 Angus	 Saul	 (left)	 and	 Chris	 Prest	 had	 travelled	 down	
from	Newcastle	upon	Tyne	to	update	us	on	the	latest	work	of	the	
Institute	and	to	request	our	support	and	prayers.	
They	 highlighted	 the	 areas	 which	 should	 be	 of	 concern	 to	
Christians	at	the	moment	due	to	the	growing	tendency	of	the	state	
to	overreach	its	proper	role.		
For	further	information	you	should	visit	the	Institute’s	website.	
www.christian.org.uk	
	

Visiting	Preacher	in	Ebenezer	
26th	August	(p.m.)		Oliver	Almand-Smith	
	
The	next	church	work	party	will	be	on	Saturday	

November	10th.	
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OFFICERS 
Elders 
David Finnie (Minister)                        Dkjfinnie@aol.com                              (01248) 362334 
John Gough                                     jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                   352433 
 
Deacons 
Wyn Thomas                                   w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk                                         351347                                                              
Michael Walters          mikewalters@hotmail.com        470681 
 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
SUNDAY           10.10am            Prayer Meeting in annex. 
                            10.30am            Morning Service. Junior Church (ages 4-10) during sermon. 
                              5.40pm            Prayer Meeting in Library. 
                              6.00pm            Evening Service 
                                              The Lord’s Supper 1st Sun. evening & 3rd Sun. morning. 
 
 
TUESDAY              7.30pm          Prayer Meeting/ Fellowship Groups*  
 
 
THURSDAY           10am               Ladies Bible Study  

 
FRIDAY              7.30pm              G.O.A.L Youth Club for ages 11-18.  
 

*Meetings not held in the church – please ask for details. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Michael Walters             mikewalters@hotmail.com                       470681 
Youth Club Leader: Fiona Earnest                 fionaearnest@yahoo.co.uk                      362334 
Grapevine Editor: MichaelWalters      mikewalters@hotmail.com                     470681  
Notice Sheet Editor: Fiona Earnest  fionaearnest@yahoo.co.uk                       362334 
 

 
 


