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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Doctrinal  Statement. 
 
The church believes the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy 
Scripture, including the following: 
 
1   The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 
 
2   The sovereignty of God in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final 
judgment. 
 
3   The divine inspiration, infallibility and inerrancy of Holy Scripture as originally 
given, and   its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
4   The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man 
subject to God’s wrath and condemnation.  
 
5   The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ the incarnate Son of God, His virgin birth and 
His real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross; His bodily resurrection; His 
ascension; His present reign in  heaven and on earth; and His intercession on behalf of 
the church. 
 
6   Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial and 
atoning death, once and for all time, of our representative and substitute, Jesus Christ, 
the only mediator between God and man. 
 
7   Justification as God’s act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned all 
his sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only because of the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to him, this justification being received by faith alone. 
 
8   The need for the Holy Spirit to make the work of Christ effective to the individual 
sinner, granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
9  The church as the body of Christ, both locally and worldwide, its members consisting 
of those only to have been born again through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
10  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all those thus regenerated, producing in them 
an increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowering them for 
their witness in the world. 
 
11 The future personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge all men, executing 
God’s final just condemnation on the impenitent and receiving the redeemed to eternal 
glory. 
 
(A further explanation of the things we believe is set out in the 1646 Westminster 
Confession of Faith) 



A  LETTER  FROM THE MINISTER 
Dear friends, 
As you know, the invention of social media has given rise to a 
completely new vocabulary. And amongst the many new words / 
phrases that has appeared over recent years is 'YOLO' - which means 
'You only live once'. It is a phrase which was very popular a few years 
ago and was used to convey the idea that this life is all that there is and 
therefore you’d better make the most of it.  
But can you imagine how dismal and depressing life would be if that 
were true? Imagine having no better world to look forward than this 
present world with all its sorrow and suffering. Imagine having nothing 
better to look forward to than this present life - a life which can so often 
be characterized by pain and hurt and disappointment and ultimately 
death.  
Thankfully, the resurrection of Jesus Christ demonstrates that this life 
is not all that there is because, as Paul explains in 1 Corinthians 15, the 
resurrection of Jesus is the firstfruits i.e. the first of many other 
resurrections to follow. And for those of us who are trusting in Jesus, 
his resurrection provides the great assurance that just as he has risen 
from the dead in the past, so will we one day rise from the dead in the 
future. "For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive" 
(1 Cor. 15: 22).  
Although as Christians, we currently live in a body that continues to be 
plagued by decay and death, we can look forward to having a 
resurrection body like that of Christ's. "Just as we have borne the 
likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man 
from heaven" (v.49).  
And in the meantime, his resurrection assures us that living for Christ 
in this present world is by no means a waste of time and effort, but 
rather the most meaningful and significant way we could possibly 
spend this life. "Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing 
move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord." 
(v.58).   
Yours sincerely, 
David. 
 
        

 



 
Amongst Ourselves 

 
This period in the history of Ebenezer has been marked by comings and 
goings. At the end of January we said farewell to Paul Kennedy who 
has moved to Ammanford in South Wales to take up the position of 
church administrator with the Evangelical church there. And at the end 
of March we said farewell to John & Cath Eatherton and their family 
as they move from RAF Valley to RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire for 
John to train on the Typhoon aircraft. However in March we welcomed 
into membership Wyn & Ann Williams who have recently moved to 
this area from Wolverhampton. 
 
On Sunday mornings our minister David Finnie has completed his 
series on Ephesians and has now commenced a series on ‘Preparations 
for Easter’. He has returned to Luke’s gospel to continue his series there 
on Sunday evenings. We have welcomed visiting preachers to our 
pulpit; John Richards from Mold and Dr Stuart Olyott from Liverpool. 
Others from our own fellowship who have preached have been Lyn 
Davies and Peter Wilson. 
 
The church held a work party at the beginning of February and at the 
end of February the funeral took place of Margaret Forsey, a friend of 
the church. In early March, the young people & their leader Fiona 
Earnest went to the Quinta near Oswestry for the AECW Youth 
Weekend. On the same weekend an International Evening was held in 
the church on the Friday where many were welcomed from different 
cultures for a time of food, fun and games concluding with an epilogue 
given by JP Earnest. 
 
The Bangor CU held their mission during February. In early March the 
BBC did two Songs of Praise recordings in Bangor for their Easter 
edition. They also interviewed John Eatherton as a pilot in the RAF to 
talk about his Christian faith and his work. 
 
Please pray for those who cannot make it to church at this time for a 
variety of reasons. 
                 John P Gough 



 
 
 

Daily Prayer Points 
Sunday: “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that 
you may know him better.” Eph. 1:17. Pray that through the preaching of 
his word today we, as a church together, might grow in our knowledge of 
the glorious Father. Also, that some may come to the initial knowing of 
conversion. 
Monday: “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you might be able to 
discern what is best.” Phil 1:9. Pray that our love for God may increase 
daily, and that we learn to do what pleases him.  
Tuesday: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God”. Phil 4:6. 
Pray that we learn to trust our God with all our needs as we look to all his 
promises to us. Being aware of others' need, let us help them as it lies 
within our power to do so.  
Wednesday: “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, since as members 
of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.” Phil 4:6.  
As members of one body let us pray regularly for one another. In love, 
seeking to know one another better, to be able to pray specifically for one 
another.  
Thursday: “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thess 
5:16,17,18. Practicing continual prayer, may we always bring to mind the 
goodness of our God in temporal and spiritual gifts, so that we have a 
constant reason to be thankful.  
Friday: “The end of all things is near. Therefore, be clear minded and 
self-controlled so that you can pray.” 1 Peter 4:7. Looking to the glorious 
hope that is stored up for us in heaven, from which faith and love spring, 
may we rightly handle the things of earth, so that sin might not hinder our 
prayers.  
Saturday: “Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord 
may spread rapidly and be honoured, just as it was with you.” 2 Thess 3:1. 
As our faithful preachers prepare for the Lord's day may we in our prayers 
today speed the good news of Jesus as it is preached tomorrow.  
         Elen Walters 
 



 Missionary Prayer Points 
Sunday: Johnny and Ann McClean, Matthew, Bethan and Joshua.  
UFM  (Bangkok,Thailand) Praise God for His goodness and 
kindness to them as a family in answering many prayers. Pray for 
their work amongst the refugees. Pray for Assef and his wife Sarah, 
Raza and Caleb, (Afghan refugees). They attend the |Christianity 
Explored course run by Johnny and Dave each week. 
Monday: Richard and Barbara Davies in Marseille. Pray for the 
2018 calendars that have been distributed. Each month has two 
proverbs, one is from the islands, the other is from the Bible. Pray that 
the calendars may lead to profitable discussions. 
Tuesday: UCCF, Bangor Christian Union Praise God for the recent 
“Story Bangor” mission week which was well attended. Pray for the 
follow-up seeker Bible study each Monday night. Pray for all those on 
the new CU committee as they prepare for next year. 
Wednesday:  Albania. Geni and Niki Dolgani, Alma  Praise God 
that Geni and Niki have been granted a visa to visit the UK in May. 
(9th - 30th) Pray for their busy schedule and their visit to us in Bangor. 
Remember the church in Memlijah as they continue their regular 
ministry. 
Thursday: Emmanuel and Esther Durand (In Cognin, Chambery, 
France). Pray for Emmanuel as he works alongside another church 
elder Jean-Pierre and three other deacons. Pray for their visits to the 
Chambery Saturday Market and their work amongst the young people 
who meet once a month. 
Friday: Heledd Job (IFES Europe, Turin, Italy) Pray for Heledd as 
she trains, supports and mentors new or young staff in IFES 
movements across Europe. This involves a lot of preparation and 
travelling. Pray that Heledd might have time to rest and fellowship 
with other believers. 
Saturday: Slovakia. Baška Muchova Pray for Baška, Beata and 
Graham as they work amongst the students at different Universities in 
Slovakia. The students are eager to learn about the Gospel and there is 
a need for more Christian workers to follow up those who are seeking. 
Pray for Baška as she prepares to come to the UK for a sabbatical 
over the Summer period. 
 
          Catherine Davies 



International Evening 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
pupils Gaeun and 
Gahun came in 
their national 
costume. 

Two cheerful 
“Japanese” 
sages enjoying 
the evening! 



 
Federal headship of Adam – Is God Unfair? 

 
In Romans 5, Paul makes it clear that the curse of death did not come 
because of sin per say, but because Adam transgressed against the 
law. As Paul points out: Rom. 5:13 “For until the law sin was in the 
world, but sin is not imputed* when there is no law.” 
*Imputed is in the sense of accredited to the person’s account.  
 
The point Paul is making is that Adam died as a consequence of his 
transgression. But as he goes on to explain: Rom. 5:14 “Nevertheless 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not 
sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam ...” 
 
In other words, despite the fact that the people between Adam and 
Moses did not transgress a specific law in the way that Adam did, or 
those who transgressed the law God gave to Moses, they still died. 
Therefore, the only reason they died must have been as a consequence 
of the transgression of the one man Adam: Rom. 5: “15But the free gift 
is not like the offense. For if BY THE ONE MAN’S OFFENSE 
MANY DIED ... 16... For the judgment which came from one offense 
resulted in condemnation ... 17For if by the one man’s offense death 
reigned through the one ... 18Therefore, as through one man’s offense 
judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, ... 19 For as BY 
ONE MAN’S DISOBEDIENCE MANY WERE MADE SINNERS .” 
 
This is not a popular doctrine even amongst the Christian community.  
One reason for this is the apparent unfairness of God judging all of 
humanity guilty because of the transgression of one man.  However, 
Paul has already made clear that besides being condemned by Adam’s 
sin, we are also condemned because we are sinners: v.12 “Therefore, 
just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, 
and thus death spread to all men, BECAUSE ALL SINNED.” So, had 
God judged us all individually, we would have been no better off. 
 
It is an act of grace for God to condemn us as the consequence of the 
disobedience of one man as we would still be guilty had He 
condemned us individually.  By making Adam our federal head, he 



becomes a type of Christ: Rom. 5:14 “... who is a type of Him who 
was to come.” 
 
By condemning us as the consequence of the disobedience of one 
man, God can also justify us on the basis of the obedience of one 
man: Rom. 5: “15But the free gift is not like the offense... much more 
the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded to many.16And the gift is not like that which came 
through the one who sinned. ... but the free gift which came from 
many offenses resulted in justification. 17... much more those who 
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign 
in life through the One, Jesus Christ.18... even SO THROUGH ONE 
MAN’S RIGHTEOUS ACT the free gift came to all men, resulting in 
justification of life. 19... so also BY ONE MAN’S OBEDIENCE 
MANY WILL BE MADE RIGHTEOUS.” 
 
While the federal headship of Adam is the critical one, as it affects all 
of humanity, we see the principle expressed several times through 
Scripture.  For instance, the offspring of Ham’s son Canaan are cursed 
as a direct consequence of the actions of Ham himself [Gen. 9:22, 25].  
When Abram gave tithes to Melchizedek and received a blessing from 
him, he represented his unborn great grandson, Levi and the Levitical 
tribe [Heb. 7:5]. The principle is even enshrined in the Law of Moses 
[Ex. 20:5]. There are other examples, for instance God keeping the 
Davidic line going for the sake of David. So, the principle of federal 
headship is well supported in Scripture. 
 
We can conclude that Adam is the secular federal head of all who are 
of this world and these people are thus guilty by that association. But 
praise God, Christ is the spiritual federal head of all those who are in 
Him.  They are justified by that association. Therefore, the key question 
is ‘who is our federal head, Jesus or Adam’? 
 
          Lyn Davies 
 

 
 



 
 
 

We bid farewell to John and Cath Eatherton together with 
William, Eleanor, Jenny and Samuel.  We wish them every 

blessing on their move to RAF Coningsby and thank them for 
their fellowship over the last two years 

 
 

Visiting Preacher in Ebenezer 
8th April – Tim Gill 

 
 

Diary Dates 
Tuesday April 10th – Missionary Prayer Meeting with 

Esther and Emmanuel Durand (France) 
Thursday May 17th – “Songs of Praise” evening in Benllech 
May 19&20 (provisional) Visit of Geni and Niki (Albania) 

 
 



EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
ST. PAUL’S TERRACE, BANGOR LL57 1NS 

www.ebenezerbangor.org.uk 
Charity Commission Number: 1160857 

…………………………… 
 

OFFICERS 
Elders 
David Finnie (Minister)                        Dkjfinnie@aol.com                              (01248) 362334 
John Gough                                     jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                   352433 
 
Deacons 
Wyn Thomas                                   w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk                                         351347                                                              
Michael Walters          mikewalters@hotmail.com        470681 
 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
SUNDAY           10.10am            Prayer Meeting in annex. 
                            10.30am            Morning Service. Junior Church (ages 4-10) during sermon. 
                              5.40pm            Prayer Meeting in Library. 
                              6.00pm            Evening Service 
                                              The Lord’s Supper 1st Sun. evening & 3rd Sun. morning. 
 
 
TUESDAY              7.30pm          Prayer Meeting/ Fellowship Groups*  
 
 
THURSDAY           10am               Ladies Bible Study  

 
FRIDAY              7.30pm              G.O.A.L Youth Club for ages 11-18.  
 

*Meetings not held in the church – please ask for details. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Michael Walters             mikewalters@hotmail.com                       470681 
Youth Club Leader: Fiona Earnest                 fionaearnest@yahoo.co.uk                      362334 
Grapevine Editor: MichaelWalters      mikewalters@hotmail.com                     470681  
Notice Sheet Editor: Fiona Earnest  fionaearnest@yahoo.co.uk                       362334 
 

 
 


