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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Doctrinal  Statement. 
 
The church believes the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy Scripture, 
including the following: 
 
1   The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 
 
2   The sovereignty of God in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final 
judgment. 
 
3   The divine inspiration, infallibility and inerrancy of Holy Scripture as originally given, 
and   its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
4   The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man subject 
to God’s wrath and condemnation.  
 
5   The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ the incarnate Son of God, His virgin birth and 
His real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross; His bodily resurrection; His 
ascension; His present reign in  heaven and on earth; and His intercession on behalf of the 
church. 
 
6   Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial and 
atoning death, once and for all time, of our representative and substitute, Jesus Christ, the 
only mediator between God and man. 
 
7   Justification as God’s act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned all his 
sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only because of the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to him, this justification being received by faith alone. 
 
8   The need for the Holy Spirit to make the work of Christ effective to the individual 
sinner, granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
9  The church as the body of Christ, both locally and worldwide, its members consisting of 
those only to have been born again through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
10  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all those thus regenerated, producing in them an 
increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowering them for their 
witness in the world. 
 
11 The future personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge all men, executing 
God’s final just condemnation on the impenitent and receiving the redeemed to eternal 
glory. 
 
(A further explanation of the things we believe is set out in the 1646 Westminster 
Confession of Faith) 



A  LETTER  FROM  THE  MINISTER 
 
Dear friends,  
As I wrote my Easter Grapevine letter last year, news was just starting to 
come through of a horrific terrorist attack in Brussels. As I write my 
Easter Grapevine letter this year, there are thousands of people meeting in 
Trafalgar Square to hold a vigil in memory of those whose lives were lost 
(yesterday) in the terrorist attack in London. One year on and we are 
saddened and shocked by yet another demonstration of violence and 
wickedness. It makes you wonder whether there is any hope of our world 
ever becoming a better place?  
 
That's a question we often ask when war is raging or when someone has 
committed an act of terrorism, and understandably so. But we rarely ask 
that question the rest of the time when the persistent problems of our 
world are being caused by the greed and the hatred and the lust and the 
dishonesty that we are all guilty of. And yet, we need to face up to the 
fact that if our world is to become a better place then there is the need for 
the inhabitants of our world, including us, to become better people. It will 
take a transformed humanity to produce a transformed world - and 
thankfully that is a glorious prospect that the Bible does present to us. 
Peter says: "But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a 
new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness" (2 Peter 3: 3). 
Whereas righteousness often stands out as an odd thing and sometimes 
even a despised thing in this present world, it will be perfectly at home in 
that new world because that will be a redeemed world, populated by a 
redeemed people.  
 
The way in which this present sinful world populated by sinful people, 
becomes that future righteous world populated by righteous people is not 
through additional policing or better politics, but through the redemption 
from sin that Jesus Christ accomplished in his death upon the cross 2000 
years ago. His was a death that accomplished profound and lasting 
change. Through his death, there will be a new heaven and a new earth. 
And through trusting in his death, you and I can be assured of a place 
within that new creation.  

Yours sincerely, 
David. 



Amongst Ourselves 
 
‘Songs of praises, songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee…….’ We 
sang the well-known hymn by William Williams Pantycelyn during our 
evening celebration of St David’s Day in the Community Hall in 
Benllech. This proved to be an enjoyable occasion with plenty of bara-
brith, Welsh cakes, a quiz based on our knowledge of Anglesey, a film of 
historical Christian events in Wales and a concluding talk on the life of St 
David. Thanks are due to all those who contributed in any way to the 
success of the evening. 
 
February started with a church cleaning party, the aim of which was to 
declutter and clean the premises. The library was particularly targeted 
with old magazines, boxes and innumerable copies of bygone issues of 
‘Faith for Today’ booklets being taken to the recycling unit. Amongst all 
this hard work we found time to eat cake and sing happy birthday to JP! 
At the end of the month a fellowship lunch was held; the services on that 
Sunday being taken by visiting preacher Ben Thomas from Criccieth.  
 
In March Fiona Earnest took the young people away to the Quinta for the 
AECW weekend where church youth clubs from across North Wales 
joined together for teaching and games. Later on we welcomed Richard 
and Barbara Davies from the European Missionary Fellowship to share 
with us about their work in Marseille. 
 
Our minister David has continued his expositions of the second half of 
Revelation on Sunday mornings and the OT book of Numbers on Sunday 
evenings. David and I have swapped over leading the Bangor and 
Anglesey fellowship groups. The Ladies’ meetings are working their way 
through Hosea and numbers are encouraging at the English language 
classes. 
In January we learnt of the death of our brother Ted Storkey, a former 
treasurer of Ebenezer. Ted and Liz had moved away to Exeter to be 
nearer their family so our condolences go to Liz. On a happier note, 
Steffan Joyner is due to be married to Wendy in Taiwan on Saturday 25th 
March and the family have flown out there to celebrate the event. 
Congratulations to them both!        

  John P Gough 



Daily Prayer Points 
 
Sunday:  Pray that the Holy Spirit may prepare our hearts and minds to 
receive His teaching today.  Pray for His unction on the preachers both 
those in Ebenezer and those we send out to preach elsewhere. 
 
 
Monday:  Pray for the church officers that they may have wisdom in all 
they seek to do in Christ’s church. 
 
 
Tuesday:  Pray for the mid-week meetings that they may bind us 
together as a fellowship and help us grow in godliness. 
 
 
Wednesday:  Pray for the many foreign students whom we have the 
privilege of ministering to. May they go back to their homelands having a 
real knowledge of the saving work of Christ.  Also remember those 
seeking to improve their English in the classes the church runs.  May they 
be blessed by the contact they have there. 
 
 
Thursday:  Pray for the Ladies of the church that they may be blessed in 
their fellowship around God’s Word and through this be a blessing to 
their families and friends. 
 
 
Friday:  Pray for the other evangelistic efforts of the church, particularly 
the Market stall and the GOAL meeting for young people.  Also pray for 
our continuing outreach in Benllech that it may bear fruit. 
 
 
Saturday:  We are an ageing church.  Pray earnestly that if it God’s will 
He may send young people and families to the church so that His work in 
Bangor may continue. 
 
 

 



Missionary  Prayer  Points 
 
Sunday: Geni and Niki Dolgani, and Alma, Albania: From the centre at 
Memaliaj they make visits to preach at Gjiroakste, Ballsh and Tepelena.  
Pray that the boys will remain in the area. They are praying about putting 
an offer for a different building at Memaliaj. Pray for Niki’s outreach to 
students. 
Monday: UST (Union School of Theology) /WEST. Pray for the successors 
to Jonathan and Sheila Stephen.  They complete ten years as principals of 
WEST/ UST in May. Pray for healing for Phil Hill who had a stroke 
recently. 
Tuesday:  Johnny and Ann McClean, UFM, Bangkok, and Ruth Duffin 
on language study.  Pray for Johnny as he supports Pramote, preaches 
once a month and meets weekly with key people in the church. Ann is 
preparing to teach ‘Global Perspectives’ from August– she calls it ‘an 
exciting prospect’ dealing with issues of education, health, refugees and 
war, poverty, etc.   
Wednesday: Emmanuel & Esther Durand, Chambéry. Praise God for 
increasing numbers coming to the services but pray for a greater 
commitment from those who attend. Pray for Christian and Geraldine to 
understand the gospel correctly. Pray for the Easter events and the 
evangelistic meeting on Good Friday.  
Thursday: Richard & Barbara Davies, S. France. Pray for contacts - on 
public transport - and as they visit homes where they can share Bible 
stories, and for good use of time. Remember the work at the second-hand 
clothes store. Praise God for James phoning from college once or twice a 
week.  Libby is still applying for places in Britain and France. 
Friday: Baška, Beata (from Poland), and Maťka—a student graduate 
working with them until June, seek to cover the whole country of 
Slovakia. Pray for wisdom, humility, faith and the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in the many chances to counsel. Pray for Beata as she has to attend 
her sick mother in Poland. 
Saturday: UCCF, John & Bethan and Relay workers: Paul Kennedy and 
Ellen B. Williams.  Please pray for the new Exec. Committee as it 
follows up the outreach of the last mission and plans their programme for 
the new session. Pray too for the UCCF staff that will be moving to new 
responsibilities. 
           Richard Owens 



Siop Y Gair- The Evangelism Van 
 

For any readers who are not familiar with this name this is the work 
begun in the 1960’s by Ifan Mason Davies who was then based in Bala, 
using an ex library van to sell Christian books and to share the gospel at 
agricultural shows and fairs in Wales. In 2004 the Evangelical Movement 
of Wales paid for a large display trailer and Roger Thomas became the 
fulltime worker covering many events each year.  In 2005 I began to 
assist Roger and Ifan, sometimes taking their place at events. A heavy-
duty gazebo was then purchased so that more events could be covered. 
We used this in the North for one season and then purchased a similar 
trailer for use in the North. However, after three years of use I had major 
heart surgery and it was decided to change the heavy trailer for the van 
we use now. 
 

2016 has been a year of 
change for the trailer based 
in Aberystwyth. After the 
first year Roger was paid by 
a fund for evangelism 
administered by the 
Salvation Army but, 
following a change of 
management, he was 
restricted in 2016 to 
covering events in 
Ceredigion, leaving Ifan 

and his wife Anne to cover the other events, which was no small task at 
their age.  So by the end of the year it was decided that the trailer would 
be sold and that a person or persons would be sought to take charge of 
that work and that a more user friendly vehicle would be made available 
so that more volunteers could be involved.  
 
 2017 has seen more changes, firstly Roger has been employed by the 
Welsh Evangelical Church in Carmarthen as a fulltime evangelist but will 
still be available as a volunteer to assist with events in his area. Secondly 
the trailer has been sold and thirdly confirmation that Ifan needed to step 
back from the work came recently when he suffered a mini stroke. We 



pray that he will know the Lord’s touch and guidance in pacing himself 
in the future. Other changes are likely affecting both the work in North 
and South. 
 
Would you please pray that the Lord’s will might be made plain 
regarding the future of this work and that those people that He has 
appointed to this work may be prepared and willing to carry the witness 
forward.     

                        Gareth Thomas 
 
 

 
 
It was lovely to have Richard and Barbara Davies, two of the 
missionaries whom we support, join us in our Missionary Prayer Meeting 
in March. They were able to tell us first hand about their work in 
Marseilles. 
 
 
 



Celebrating the Tercentenary of William 
Williams (Pantycelyn) 
 
Hymn-writer, author, itinerant preacher and 
spiritual advisor, William Williams (1717-
91) of Pantycelyn farm near Llandovery, 
Carmarthenshire was, together with Howel 
Harris and Daniel Rowlands, one of the 
leading figures of the 18th century 
Methodist Revival in Wales. Despite his 
ambition to pursue a career in medicine, he 
was converted to Christ in an open-air 

meeting which gave his life a new direction. He described his experience 
as follows: 

‘I’ll not forget the spot, the ground 
Where wine flowed to my soul’s foul wounds, 

From heaven’s store in endless spate, 
My wound to heal, my dread abate.’ 

 
Although known chiefly for his hymn, ‘Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah’ 
his leadership role in the Methodist Revival as well as his writings made 
him a significant figure in Welsh history and culture. The Revival, 
described as the ‘breaking out of light like a fresh dawn’ started ca.1738 
though there had been signs of a pre-awakening when three to four 
thousand people gathered to hear him in rural Pembrokeshire. His 
preaching there was clear, powerful and effective. As Howel Harris 
wrote:   
‘the great power lately given to brother Williams, curate of Llanwrtyd  ... 
was so filled I could not help jumping and dancing as David before the 
Ark.’ 
Williams became involved in the Methodists’ ‘Experience 
Meetings’ which were home groups of men and women who had 
been impacted by the outpouring of God’s Spirit. Their emphasis 
was on developing the believers’ actual experience of the reality of 
God in their lives which was accomplished through devotion to the 
Bible, prayer, testimony and mutual encouragement.  
As one historian wrote - ‘Williams was a man of rich culture and 
profound religious experience. He stands in the front-rank of 
European hymn-writers and at his best he expresses in an 



incomparable way the richness of the spiritual life fostered by the 
Revival. His significance extends beyond his hymns.’ 

 (R. Tudur Jones) 
 
‘The hymns of William Williams are packed with theology and experience. 
You get greatness, bigness and largeness with Isaac Watts, you get the 
experiential side wonderfully in Charles Wesley but in William Williams 
you get both at the same time and that is why I put him in a category 
entirely on his own – he taught the people theology through his hymns.’ 
(Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones) 

 
 
    

Ebenezer St David’s Day Celebration in Benllech 
     

April 
2nd   David Finnie am & pm         8th David Finnie am & pm 
16th David Finnie am; JP Ernest pm 23rd Gareth Williams(Bala) am & pm 

30th David Finnie am & pm 
May 

7th  David Finnie am & pm   14th Deiniol Williams (Gwersyllt) am & pm 
21st  David Finnie am & pm   28th  David Finnie am &  pm 

29th David Finnie am & pm 
June 

4th  David Finnie am;  John Gough pm 
 



 
 
 
 

EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
ST. PAUL’S TERRACE, BANGOR LL57 1NS 

www.ebenezerbangor.org.uk 
…………………………… 

 
OFFICERS 
Elders 
David Finnie (Minister)                        Dkjfinnie@aol.com                              (01248) 362334 
John Gough                                     jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                   352433 
 
Deacons 
GarethThomas                             garethjohnthomas@talktalk.com                                 362320                           
Wyn Thomas                                   w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk                                         351347                                                              
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
SUNDAY           10.10am            Prayer Meeting in annex. 
                            10.30am            Morning Service. Junior Church (ages 4-10) during sermon. 
                              5.40pm            Prayer Meeting in Library. 
                              6.00pm            Evening Service 
                                              The Lord’s Supper 1st Sun. evening & 3rd Sun. morning. 
 
 
TUESDAY              7.30pm          Prayer Meeting/ Fellowship Groups*  
 
 
THURSDAY           10am               Ladies Bible Study*  

 
FRIDAY              7.30pm              G.O.A.L Youth Club for ages 11-18.  
 
*Meetings not held in the church – please ask for details. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Michael Walters             mikewalters@hotmail.com                       470681 
YouthClubLeader:DavidFinnie            Dkjfinnie@aol.com                                  362334 
Grapevine Editor:MichaelWalters      mikewalters@hotmail.com                     470681  
Notice sheet Editors: Jackie Williams        jaxwms@aol.com                                    370094 
            Liz Gough  jnlzgough99@btinternet.com        352433 
 
 

 



 


