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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Doctrinal  Statement. 
 
The church believes the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy Scripture, 
including the following: 
 
1   The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 
 
2   The sovereignty of God in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final 
judgment. 
 
3   The divine inspiration, infallibility and inerrancy of Holy Scripture as originally given, 
and   its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
4   The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man subject 
to God’s wrath and condemnation.  
 
5   The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ the incarnate Son of God, His virgin birth and 
His real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross; His bodily resurrection; His 
ascension; His present reign in  heaven and on earth; and His intercession on behalf of the 
church. 
 
6   Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial and 
atoning death, once and for all time, of our representative and substitute, Jesus Christ, the 
only mediator between God and man. 
 
7   Justification as God’s act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned all his 
sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only because of the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to him, this justification being received by faith alone. 
 
8   The need for the Holy Spirit to make the work of Christ effective to the individual 
sinner, granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
9  The church as the body of Christ, both locally and worldwide, its members consisting of 
those only to have been born again through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
10  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all those thus regenerated, producing in them an 
increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowering them for their 
witness in the world. 
 
11 The future personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge all men, executing 
God’s final just condemnation on the impenitent and receiving the redeemed to eternal 
glory. 
 
(A further explanation of the things we believe is set out in the 1646 Westminster 
Confession of Faith) 



A  LETTER  FROM  THE  MINISTER 
Dear friends, 
If you have recently arrived in Bangor, welcome! If you have recently 
returned to Bangor, welcome back! And if you've never been away from 
Bangor, you deserve a medal! I say that because living as a Christian in a 
place like this can be difficult and challenging at times. And if you are 
new to the city then you may be wondering how on earth you are going to 
survive. 
 
One encouraging thing to know is that you are not the first believers who 
have found themselves away from home and living in a godless 
unbelieving environment. There have been many before you and amongst 
the many are Daniel and his three friends. (If you've never read the book 
of Daniel then I would encourage you to do so). Having been uprooted 
from their home in Jerusalem they found themselves in the pagan city of 
Babylon and how did they survive as believers within that challenging 
context? Well the one thing they didn't do was withdraw completely from 
society. For example, having been enrolled by King Nebuchadnezzar to 
study the language and literature of the Babylonians, they were willing to 
complete the course. 
 
And yet, there were certain other things they were not prepared to do.  
Chapter 1 v.8 tells us that: "Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the 
royal food and wine". It may be that the food had been offered to a pagan 
god in advance. It may be that the meals had not been prepared according 
to Jewish food laws. But whatever the reason, this was where Daniel 
drew a line in the sand and refused to cross it out of love and loyalty to 
his God. And as Christian people living in this place, there will be times 
when we will need to do the same. Whether it be over religious issues or 
moral issues or personal issues, there will be times when we have to say 
'No' out of love and loyalty to Jesus Christ. And the great news of the 
book of Daniel is that if we are prepared to do so, we will not necessarily 
have an easy time, but we will know God's help and blessing. May God 
help us to know when to make that stand and may we do so for his glory.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
David   

 



Amongst Ourselves 
 
After a brief time in hospital, Agnes better known as ‘Nancy’ Hayden 
(99) was called home to be with the Lord on Tuesday 6th September. 
Nancy was one of the founding members of Ebenezer and was a much 
loved mother and grandmother to her family. Towards the end of her life, 
she became visually impaired and therefore she always wanted to have 
the scriptures read to her. She had memorized Scripture and she could 
also quote the words of hymns almost to the end. She was always looking 
forward to the Lord’s return and one of her last words to me were ‘I 
thought He (Jesus) would have come by now!’ Her funeral took place 
here at Ebenezer on Monday 12th September and was attended by her 
extensive family and friends from the church. Our sympathies go to her 
daughters Mary and Elizabeth, sons Paul and John, her grandchildren and 
many great-grandchildren; we shall all miss her.  
 
Some of our congregation greatly benefitted from attending the ‘Aber 
Conference’ this summer whilst others attended summer camps and 
beach missions. Fiona Earnest taught at an English Language Camp in 
Albania and gave an excellent report accompanied with pictures at our 
recent missionary prayer meeting. Gareth Thomas and his team have 
been very encouraged as they have taken the gospel to agricultural shows 
here in North West Wales. 
 
Students have started returning to Bangor and it’s good to welcome them 
back as well as ‘freshers.’ However it’s not all one-way as Martin Finnie 
has gone to Manchester University to study Chemical Engineering. 
 
Our Fellowship Groups, Ladies Bible Study and Youth Club have started 
up again this autumn; David has continued his evening series on Isaiah. 
The services at Benllech will now revert to being held monthly from 
September up to Christmas. To this end we have begun to leaflet the 
village with invitations.  
 
We rejoice with Steve and Amy Milburn on the birth of a baby boy Faron 
Oak on 1st September.                                           

 
John P Gough 



Daily Prayer Points 
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”    

Colossians 4:2 
 
Sunday: Praise God for this, the best of days, when we can delight in the 
Lord and His Word as we meet together. Pray for every aspects of the 
meeting that all be done to please our Lord and for the good of souls, 
from the youngest to the oldest. 
 
Monday: Thank God for the spiritual food we received yesterday and 
pray that it will sustain us as we return to our daily tasks. Use the notice 
sheet to pray for the activities of the church this week, Ladies’ Meeting, 
market stall, Youth Club, Sunday School and especially the preaching of 
the Word. 
 
Tuesday: Thank God for our brothers and sisters in the church family, 
and pray today for our church officers that they may know God’s help in 
their awesome task. Prepare your heart for the prayer meeting this 
evening. 
 
Wednesday: Pray for the elderly amongst our church family, claiming 
God’s promise to them, “Even to your old age and grey hairs I am he, I 
am he who will sustain you.” Isaiah 46:4. Thank God for their faithful 
witness and clear example. 
 
Thursday: As we praise our Saviour for His care for us personally, let us 
uphold those in the church family going through deep waters and fiery 
trials at this time. Plead their cause at the throne of grace. 
 
Friday: Let us name one another before the mercy seat, knowing that 
trouble and temptations arise suddenly to trip us up. Learn and remember 
the new students’ names so that they can be included in our prayers. 
 
Saturday: And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints. Phil 6: 18 
 
         Elen Walters 



Missionary  Prayer  Points 
 
Sunday: UST (Union School of Theology)/WEST. Remember the staff: 
Mike Reeves, Jonathan Stevens, Joel Morris, Mike Leeves, Ewan Jones 
and others at the beginning of a new session, and  students – old and new. 
Monday:  Johnny and Ann McClean, UFM, Bangkok, with Matthew, 
Bethan and Joshua. Pray that new students find their Christian groups. 
Pray for humble, eager, faithful people to join them in serving the 
students of Bangkok.  Ann has a role as Head of History and continues as 
Safeguarding Lead. 
Tuesday: Emmanuel & Esther Durand, Chambéry. In September, 
Emmanuel will go back to the Belgian Bible Institute to teach 
Ecclesiology to full time students. He will also preach a series of sermons 
on Titus there. Jean-Baptiste begins in High School in Sept. Remember 
Esther with her responsibilities at the church re the crèche and piano 
playing. 
Wednesday: Richard & Barbara Davies, EMF, have re-commenced 
visits to the homes of families with whom they have contact. Pray for 
fewer distractions and an understanding of scripture and the gospel. 
Richard took James to Manchester in Sept. to get him set up for studies 
there. Pray that he will meet with Christians there. 
Thursday: Lydia Adams, Ljubljana, Slovenia, asks that they would 
quickly find Christian International students to start their group.  They 
also need Slovene Christian students to keep in contact with students they 
knew last semester. Pray that Lydia will be a good support for Tish 
(Aust.) and Olivia (UK) who are coming as full-time volunteers. 
Friday: UCCF, John & Bethan and new Relay workers- Paul Kennedy 
and Ellen B. Williams, will be involved in the follow up to Fresher’s 
Week, and the use of the ‘Uncover’ Gospel series of Bible Studies.  Then 
remember Baška and Betty in Slovakia. 
Saturday: Dafydd and Gwenno Job, Capel y Ffynnon. Meetings for 
fellowship and outreach-  Sunday morning is their greatest which 
includes 16 under tens; Bible Club for children every two weeks, 
followed by Youth club; Parent & Toddlers, Ladies Meeting, Men’s 
breakfast; monthly coffee morning for Welsh learners. There is a desire 
for the spirit of prayer to increase.                             
                  
Richard Owens 



 
How can the Local Church best support the Christian Union 
 

At the end of September Bangor 
will once more see the annual influx 
of Students.  Christian Unions are 
set up to be the missionary arm of 
the local church on the campus, and 
so easily the best way for any 
church to support a Christian Union 
on mission is simply to invest in 
their students – strengthen the arm 
that holds out the Word of Life on 

our campuses.  Please get along side our younger brothers and sisters and 
disciple them.  When I worked as a student leader in Cardiff I couldn’t get 
over how many of the students were desperate to meet up with mature men 
and women within the church family for Bible study and prayer. 
LOVE 
Loving well is the church’s greatest persuasive power and one of the best 
ways any of us can support a Christian Union well is to love the students in 
our care generously: open up your homes and lift them up regularly in 
public prayer. 
GIVE 
Giving “stuff” is typically assumed way our churches can help support 
student mission.  Chief among those has of course been monetary support 
and edibles.  We have some of the richest opportunities on the university 
campus to share Jesus.  They are also increasingly becoming expensive 
opportunities too.  As a result “stuff” is always hugely appreciated! 
SEND 
UCCF’s commitment to the local church is very much the foundation of 
work.  We have no students of our own, so the whole missionary outfit is 
run and led by students belonging to churches like yours.  Simply put, 
without the local church there are no Christian Unions. 
The aim of your local Christian Union may be to give every student on 
their campus the opportunity to hear and respond to the good news of Jesus 
Christ, but how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  And 
how can anyone preach unless they are sent?  Sometimes we can either be 
slow to advocate the Christian Union or, worst still, we can get a little 



“student grabbing”, desperate for as many students as possible to get 
involved in our church to help with our various ministries.  And there’s 
nothing wrong with that.  But please do proactively seek to send your 
students to the campus to be part of the united witness with the rest of the 
Christian Union gossiping the gospel together.  It won’t always be an easy 
fit, there will be a tension.  Yet the opportunities that a student could be 
involved in as part of the Christian Union are unrivalled, standing them in 
good stead for future life in the church! 
Adapted with permission from Owen Brown’s recent article in the 
Evangelical Magazine 

 
Albania Summer Camps 2016 

At the end of August I travelled to Bunec in Southern Albania to help on 
a AEM English Camp for 14-16 year olds. Some campers came from 
local Youth Groups and some came as a result of schools work. Some of 
the young people had never heard the Gospel before. It was a privilege to 
teach these young people the message of Jesus through a series of 
English Lessons about British heroes of the faith (e.g. Ambrose 
Flemming, Gladys Aylward). Please pray that the seed sown would bear 
fruit. I was also able to visit Geni, Niki and Alma in Memaliaj and bring 
the greetings of the Church there. 
         Fiona Earnest 



Nancy Hayden 
1916 - 2016 

 
 

 
 

Our oldest member, in both senses of the 
word, went to be with her Lord on 6th 
September.  She was born in 
Londonderry on Christmas Day 1916.  
She spent her early life in Northern 
Ireland, but at the age of 21 she travelled 
to Surrey to train to be a nurse and 
eventually became a midwife.  She met 
her husband, Bill, during the war and 
they were married in 1944.  They had 
four children, twins Mary and Elizabeth, 
and Paul and John. 

They eventually moved to North Wales and in the late sixties Nancy 
became one of the founder members of Ebenezer. 
The great love of her life was her Bible and from an early age she 
learnt much of it by heart.  At her funeral her grandson, Simon 
Pritchard, spoke of her exceptional faith, which gave her strength 
and courage to face the trials of life with a joy and inner peace. 
Many of us at Ebenezer have fond memories of her, and she will be 
greatly missed especially in the Ladies Bible Study where her 
remarkable knowledge of the Bible was a blessing to all.  
During the service Simon read one of Mrs Hayden’s favourite 
passages from the Bible, which spoke of the Christian’s Great Hope 
for the future. 

 

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him.  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep.  For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.”                                    1 Thessalonians 4 vv. 13-18 



       In September we said farewell to Marcie who was doing her Masters 
Degree in forestry at Bangor.  She flew back to the USA with her fiancé 
Luke and they will be getting married in Colorado on 8th October.  We 
wish them every blessing in their married life. 

 

 
 

It was also good to see Baska again, who came over for a Forum meeting 
at Quinta.  She brought with her two friends from Slovakia, Miriam and 
Betty. (pictured above) Please pray for the student work in Slovakia. 
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OFFICERS 
Elders 
David Finnie (Minister)                        Dkjfinnie@aol.com                              (01248) 362334 
John Gough                                     jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                   352433 
 
Deacons 
GarethThomas                             garethjohnthomas@talktalk.com                                 362320                           
Wyn Thomas                                   w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk                                         351347                                                              
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
SUNDAY           10.10am            Prayer Meeting in annex. 
                            10.30am            Morning Service. Junior Church (ages 4-10) during sermon. 
                              5.40pm            Prayer Meeting in Library. 
                              6.00pm            Evening Service 
                                              The Lord’s Supper 1st Sun. evening & 3rd Sun. morning. 
 
 
TUESDAY              7.30pm          Prayer Meeting/ Fellowship Groups*  
 
 
THURSDAY           10am               Ladies Bible Study*  

 
FRIDAY              7.30pm              G.O.A.L Youth Club for ages 11-18.  
 
*Meetings not held in the church – please ask for details. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Michael Walters             mikewalters@hotmail.com                       470681 
YouthClubLeader:DavidFinnie            Dkjfinnie@aol.com                                  362334 
Grapevine Editor:MichaelWalters      mikewalters@hotmail.com                     470681  
Notice sheet Editors: Jackie Williams        jaxwms@aol.com                                    370094 
            Liz Gough  jnlzgough99@btinternet.com        352433 
 
 

 
 


