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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Doctrinal  Statement. 
 
The church believes the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy Scripture, 
including the following: 
 
1   The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 
 
2   The sovereignty of God in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final 
judgment. 
 
3   The divine inspiration, infallibility and inerrancy of Holy Scripture as originally given, 
and   its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
4   The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man subject 
to God’s wrath and condemnation.  
 
5   The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ the incarnate Son of God, His virgin birth and 
His real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross; His bodily resurrection; His 
ascension; His present reign in  heaven and on earth; and His intercession on behalf of the 
church. 
 
6   Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial and 
atoning death, once and for all time, of our representative and substitute, Jesus Christ, the 
only mediator between God and man. 
 
7   Justification as God’s act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned all his 
sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only because of the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to him, this justification being received by faith alone. 
 
8   The need for the Holy Spirit to make the work of Christ effective to the individual 
sinner, granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
9  The church as the body of Christ, both locally and worldwide, its members consisting of 
those only to have been born again through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
10  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all those thus regenerated, producing in them an 
increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowering them for their 
witness in the world. 
 
11 The future personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge all men, executing 
God’s final just condemnation on the impenitent and receiving the redeemed to eternal 
glory. 
 
(A further explanation of the things we believe is set out in the 1646 Westminster 
Confession of Faith) 



A  LETTER  FROM  THE  MINISTER 
 
Dear friends, 
 
At a time when our own country is characterised by political 
uncertainty and other countries characterised by constant 
turmoil, we may be tempted to question whether anyone is still 
control. Thankfully, the answer is 'yes'. There is someone in 
control and that is God, and of all the Bible passages which 
teach this, Isaiah 40 is perhaps one of the better known. 
 
Isaiah emphasises that God is so much bigger and more 
powerful than any of us. In comparison to God, "the nations are 
like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; 
he weighs the islands as thought they were fine dust". "He sits 
enthroned above the circle of the earth and its people are like 
grasshoppers", including it's greatest leaders. "He brings princes 
to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing".  
 
That's how great and glorious God is, and far from being an 
abstract philosophical concept, this truth of God's supremacy 
has enormous implications for all of us. That's why the Lord 
himself asks the question in V 25: "To whom will you compare 
me? Or who is my equal? says the Holy One". It's a question 
which challenges our willingness to give other people and other 
things the love and the loyalty that belongs exclusively to such 
a great God as this. 
 
But the greatness of God is not only a challenge, it is also a 
tremendous comfort to those who know Him. It is to such that 
this great God gives strength and power. It is for such that this 
great God has come in the person of Jesus Christ and died. And 
therefore, in the light of such costly love on the part of our God, 
we have no reason for thinking that "our way is hidden from the 
Lord or that our cause is disregarded by our God" - even in the 
midst of the uncertainties and turmoil. 
Yours sincerely, 
David. 



Amongst Ourselves 
 
‘Do we ever think of God as joyful? God is perfectly and eternally 
joyful.’ So said the preacher in a sermon I heard whilst on holiday in 
Northumberland and this was preached by a man who I discovered 
afterwards has terminal cancer! May we demonstrate that kind of joy in 
our fellowship here at Ebenezer. 
 
Our Sunday services have continued with David preaching through 
Luke’s gospel in the mornings and the latter part of Isaiah at night. Over 
the summer months we are holding joint prayer meetings in the church in 
place of our Fellowship Groups. Congratulations are in order to GOAL 
Youth Club who won the annual AECW volleyball tournament yet again! 
Meanwhile, earlier that same day, 8th July, Junior Church hired a bouncy 
castle and lots of children enjoyed a fun time.  
 
Christianity Explored took place with two post-graduate students, both of 
whom found the course helpful. Meanwhile the monthly services at 
Benllech have continued with the Beach Team now taking over and 
holding a weekly service throughout the holiday period. The market stall 
continues to be held in town on Fridays when possible. 
Some of us attended the AECW Cluster fellowship day at Betws y Coed 
at the end of June where we joined with other churches from North West 
Wales. A group of us walked up to Llyn Elsi and together we ended with 
a time of sharing and prayer. 
 
Visitors to Ebenezer have included Irfon Parry who took our Sunday 
services on June 5th and Johnny and Ann McClean who shared with us 
about their work in Bangkok at our missionary prayer meeting in July. 
Whilst our minister David Finnie is on holiday Rev Graham Heaps 
(Dewsbury) took our services on 24th July and we expect Rev Stephen 
Dunning (Mold) to take our services on 31st July. 
Our oldest member, Mrs Nancy Hayden (99) has had a fall and is slowly 
recovering in hospital. We recently said farewell to Hywel George who 
has completed his placement as a trainee pharmacist at Ysbyty Gwynedd. 
Earlier we said farewell to the students and relay workers including Beck, 
Emily, Anna, Penny, Caitlin & Abby. 
         John P. Gough 



Daily Prayer Points 
…God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
foundation of the truth. 1Tim 3:15 
 
Sunday: Pray for each other as we prepare to meet our God together. 
Uphold the preacher, and pray that our hearing will be combined with 
faith lest the message be of no value to us. Remember the Sunday School 
pleading that God will bring the little ones to Himself.  
Isaiah 58:13,14 
 
Monday: Being aware that we are always on the battlefield, let us plead 
for grace and strength to live for the glory of our dear Saviour this day 
and this week. Eph 6:12 
 
Tuesday: In our struggle today to work out our salvation, let us meditate 
on the fact that it is God who works in us to will and to act according to 
his good purpose. Pray for the powerhouse of the church – the prayer 
meeting tonight. Phil 1:27 
 
Wednesday: Pray for opportunities to show our love for one another by 
word or deed. Remember particularly those who can no longer attend our 
meetings due to illness or infirmity and give thanks for their continuing 
prayer ministry. 1Peter 1:22; 4:8 
 
Thursday: Pray for our church officers that God might protect them and 
grant them wisdom and discernment as they lead and teach us.  
1Thess 5: 12 
 
Friday: Remember the witness of the market stall today. Pray for 
prepared hearts to receive the word of truth. Ask for opportunities for 
each of us to share the good news about Jesus. 1 Peter 3: 15 
 
Saturday: And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints. Phil 6: 18 
 
         Elen Walters 
 



Missionary  Prayer  Points 
 
Sunday: Summer Evangelism. In Aug. & Sept. Gareth will be at nine Shows 
with the literature van. The Beach mission will be at Benllech, JP and Fiona at 
the Tenby Beach Mission. 
 
Monday: USL(Union School of Theology)/WEST. We remember students 
that have finished their courses and are moving to new pastorates. Remember 
Ewan Jones, the Admissions Officer and others who consider applications for 
the new session. 
 
Tuesday:  Johnny and Ann McClean, UFM, Bangkok, & Matthew, Bethan 
and Joshua. In a context of 300,000 students in International Schools and 
colleges, there are 9 student groups and around 50 students involved. Pray for 
Ann’s role as Thai and History teacher, and Year 7 form tutor. 
 
Wednesday: Emmanuel & Esther Durand, Chambéry. As the result of a 
routine blood test, Emmanuel was found to have CLL (Chronic Lymphocytic 
Leukemia). There is no need for immediate treatment and he feels healthy. 
Recent contacts included an RC Priest and a Franciscan monk, as they present 
the gospel. 
 
Thursday: Richard & Barbara Davies, EMF, ask particular prayer for their 
children: James (19) knows the truth, but is attracted to other faiths – this 
results in family and church conflicts; Libby made a commitment last summer, 
but not an open declaration. R & B were given a great welcome by Rachel, 
Alistair and their family who are eager to hear and willing to share what they 
hear with other relatives. 
 
Friday: Geni & Niki Dogani, and Alma, Albania. Their ministries reach to 
Memaliaj, Telepena, Ballsh as well as Chepun with preaching, Bible Studies, 
Children’s and Ladies’ meetings, literature distribution. There have been 
summer camps and four of them went to help a church in Italy for 10 days of 
testimony and sharing the gospel. 
 
Saturday: UCCF, John & Bethan and new Relay workers: Paul Kennedy and 
Ellen B. Williams, as they are involved in summer outreach and preparations 
for Freshers’ Week.   Then there are Baška and Heledd (Slovakia), Lydia 
Adams(Slovenia). 
        Richard Owens 



J C Ryle – his Life and Books 
 

This year sees the bicentenary of the 
birth of J. C. Ryle, who was probably 
the leading evangelical in the Church 
of England during the latter part of the 
nineteenth century.   
Ryle was born into a wealthy banking 
family from Macclesfield in Cheshire.  
He attended Eton and his family had 
earmarked a safe seat in parliament for 

him when he finished his education.  This would have been his path had 
not God in his providence intervened, when his father, through making 
unwise loans, became bankrupt and lost everything. 
Ryle’s grandfather, John Ryle, had been a friend of Wesley, and J.C. 
Ryle wrote that he was a very good man and an earnest Christian.  
Unfortunately this was not transferred to his son’s home, which was said, 
“had not the least bit of religion in it”. 
For J.C. Ryle, who was a worldly gentleman like his father, things began 
to change in his last year at Oxford.  The Holy Spirit was working in his 
life and he attended services in Oxford where the reading of the scriptures 
opened his eyes to evangelical truth. 
  On leaving Oxford, Ryle needed to find a career and as he states 
himself, “I particularly disliked the idea of becoming a clergyman….”.  
God was at work, however, and he was unexpectedly offered a curacy, 
and this was the start of his long and distinguished career in the church. 
He became the first bishop of the new diocese of Liverpool when it was 
created in 1880 and up till then he had held posts in rural parishes, mainly 
in the south and east of England. 
  During his time Liverpool was often called the capital of north Wales, 
Cardiff not becoming its official capital until 1955 and seeming to the 
people of the north, then, as now, remote and alien.  Liverpool was a 
bustling seaport and one of the richest cities in England, but like all big 
cities this hid much squalor and social deprivation, and it was into this 
situation he found himself thrust into a position of leadership as he 
became the new bishop at the age of sixty-four. 
Obviously, he was not unknown in church circles when the then prime-
minister, Benjamin Disraeli, summoned him to London and offered him 



the new bishopric, mainly for political reasons. Ryle had become well-
known for the many tracts and books he had written during his many 
years as a rural rector. 
 In an age that was becoming more and more under the sway of the new 
liberal theology, emanating mainly from Germany, he was one of the few 
who remained firmly convinced of the truth and authority of the 
Scriptures in matters of religion. He was seen, like Spurgeon his 
contemporary, as a bit of a dinosaur and his doctrine and books were 
scorned by the theological elite.  
 Even his own son, Herbert, who went on to become a professor of 
theology at Cambridge and Dean of Westminster, was of this opinion, but 
fortunately this did not cause a rift in their close relationship.  Ironically, 
these books, which were derided by those who keenly embraced the new 
theology of the time, are still sold by their thousands all over the world 
over a century after their first publication and bring much blessing to 
readers today, while those of the new liberal theologians are totally 
forgotten and lie mouldering and dusty in the basement of time. 
        Michael Walters 
 
Those wishing to find out more about Ryle could do no better than read Iain H. 
Murray’s newly published book J. C. Ryle Prepared to Stand Alone (Banner of 
Truth) 
 

Some of Ryle’s Books 
Most of Ryle’s best books have been re-published by Banner of Truth. 
These include: - 
Expository Thoughts on the Gospels (Matthew 1 volume, Mark 1 
volume, Luke 2 volumes and John 3 volumes) These are written with a 
pastor’s heart and can be used profitably for personal devotion and Bible 
study preparation. 
 
Holiness  This is a classic.  “There	  are	  few	  books	  that	  one	  would	  
consider	  calling	  ‘indispensable’,	  but	  this	  comes	  close	  to	  being	  in	  that	  
category.	  It	  has	  everything:	  clarity,	  power,	  and	  faithfulness	  to	  God’s	  
revelation.	  Borrow	  it	  or	  buy	  it,	  but	  by	  all	  means	  read	  it,	  and	  
recommend	  it	  to	  others.”	  	  Peter	  Barnes	  –	  Australian	  Presbyterian	  
pastor.	  



Practical	  Religion	  –	  “Being	  plain	  papers	  on	  the	  duties,	  experience,	  
dangers	  and	  privileges	  of	  professing	  Christians”.	  
“These	  articles	  remain	  a	  great	  plea	  for	  a	  real,	  heartfelt	  devotion	  to	  the	  
Lord	  in	  love	  and	  service,	  founded	  on	  the	  great	  doctrines	  of	  Scripture.	  
No	  Christian	  who	  reads	  any	  one	  of	  these	  papers	  will	  be	  left	  
unaffected.	  Believer	  in	  Christ,	  remember	  this!	  Whatever	  you	  do	  in	  
religion,	  do	  it	  well.	  Be	  real.	  Be	  thorough.	  Be	  honest.	  Be	  true.” 
	  
Five	  English	  Reformers	  –	  The	  biographies	  of	  five	  church	  leaders	  
who	  were	  martyred	  during	  the	  reformation	  for	  their	  faith.	  
 
Light from Old Times – Church history and the lessons to be learned 
from the Reformers and Puritans. 
 
Old Paths – essential truths of Christianity presented in a clear and 
simple way. 
 
Agency that Transformed a Nation - Lessons from the Great 
Awakening of the 18th century. 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
It was lovely to have a visit by the McClean family at the beginning of  
July.  They are working with UFM/IFES in Bangkok, Thailand and are 
supported by Ebenezer.  They were able to give us an update on their 
very busy lives.  

 
Preachers in Ebenezer 

     
August 

7th Jason Duffin am, John Gough pm 
14th & 21st David Finnie am & pm 

28th David Finnie am, Oliver Almand-Smith (Ramsbottom) pm 
September 

 4th David Finnie am & pm 
 

“Holiness	  is	  the	  habit	  of	  being	  of	  one	  mind	  with	  God,	  according	  as	  we	  find	  His	  
mind	  described	  in	  Scripture.	  It	  is	  the	  habit	  of	  agreeing	  in	  God's	  judgment,	  hating	  
what	  He	  hates,	  loving	  what	  He	  loves,	  and	  measuring	  everything	  in	  this	  world	  by	  
the	  standard	  of	  His	  Word.”	  	  

―	  J.C.	  Ryle,	  Holiness 



 
 

EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
ST. PAUL’S TERRACE, BANGOR LL57 1NS 

www.ebenezerbangor.org.uk 
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OFFICERS 
Elders 
David Finnie (Minister)                        Dkjfinnie@aol.com                              (01248) 362334 
John Gough                                     jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                   352433 
 
Deacons 
GarethThomas                             garethjohnthomas@talktalk.com                                 362320                           
Wyn Thomas                                   w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk                                         351347                                                              
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
SUNDAY           10.10am            Prayer Meeting in annex. 
                            10.30am            Morning Service. Junior Church (ages 4-10) during sermon. 
                              5.40pm            Prayer Meeting in Library. 
                              6.00pm            Evening Service 
                                              The Lord’s Supper 1st Sun. evening & 3rd Sun. morning. 
 
 
TUESDAY              7.30pm          Prayer Meeting/ Fellowship Groups*  
 
 
THURSDAY           10am               Ladies Bible Study*  

 
FRIDAY              7.30pm              G.O.A.L Youth Club for ages 11-18.  
 
*Meetings not held in the church – please ask for details. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Michael Walters             mikewalters@hotmail.com                       470681 
YouthClubLeader:DavidFinnie            Dkjfinnie@aol.com                                  362334 
Grapevine Editor:MichaelWalters      mikewalters@hotmail.com                     470681  
Notice sheet Editors: Jackie Williams        jaxwms@aol.com                                    370094 
            Liz Gough  jnlzgough99@btinternet.com        352433 
 
 

 
 


