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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Doctrinal  Statement. 
 
The church believes the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy 
Scripture, including the following: 
 
1   The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 
 
2   The sovereignty of God in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final 
judgment. 
 
3   The divine inspiration, infallibility and inerrancy of Holy Scripture as originally 
given, and   its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
4   The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man 
subject to God’s wrath and condemnation.  
 
5   The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ the incarnate Son of God, His virgin birth 
and His real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross; His bodily resurrection; His 
ascension; His present reign in  heaven and on earth; and His intercession on behalf of 
the church. 
 
6   Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial 
and atoning death, once and for all time, of our representative and substitute, Jesus 
Christ, the only mediator between God and man. 
 
7   Justification as God’s act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned all 
his sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only because of the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to him, this justification being received by faith alone. 
 
8   The need for the Holy Spirit to make the work of Christ effective to the individual 
sinner, granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
9  The church as the body of Christ, both locally and worldwide, its members 
consisting of those only to have been born again through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
10  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all those thus regenerated, producing in them 
an increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowering them for 
their witness in the world. 
 
11 The future personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge all men, 
executing God’s final just condemnation on the impenitent and receiving the 
redeemed to eternal glory. 
 
(A further explanation of the things we believe is set out in the 1646 
Westminster Confession of Faith) 



A  LETTER  FROM  THE  MINISTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
Your last conversation with someone prior to their death can often be 
very significant, partly because you are likely to remember it for a 
long time, but also because if they know they are dying then they are 
likely to be speaking about things which they consider important and 
precious. And that was certainly the case in my last conversation with 
Geraint Morgan. Knowing that he was very ill, Geraint told me that 
since his conversion (approx. 80 years ago), there was one verse of 
the Bible that he had found particularly helpful throughout his 
Christian life and that was John 14 verse 27: "Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid".  
 
Those were words which the Lord Jesus originally spoke to the 
disciples in the hours leading up to his betrayal, his arrest and his 
death on the cross. Having heard Jesus speak about his departure, the 
disciples would no doubt have been filled with all sorts of fears and 
doubts as to what the future might hold. And yet, Jesus tells them not 
to be troubled or afraid and the reason he could realistically say that 
to them in such extraordinarily difficult circumstances was because 
he was going to give them an extraordinary peace. Back in verse 16 
Jesus promised to give them 'another Counsellor', the Holy Spirit who 
would be with them and in them. And then in verse 26, he tells them 
this Spirit will remind them of his words. And through the indwelling 
Spirit and the enduring word of Christ, these disciples would know a 
peace which would enable them to face all the challenges and 
uncertainties of the future. 
 
And through the indwelling Spirit and his Word, God continues to 
provide the Christian with that very same peace, that peace which 
enables us to face the challenges of living as a Christian in this world, 
that peace which, as the testimony of Geraint demonstrates, is 
adequate for facing that last and possibly greatest of all challenges.        
  
David.     

 



Amongst Ourselves  
 
There were unusual changes in our weather patterns over the 
Christmas and New Year period; it was unseasonably mild and very 
wet and windy. How thankful we are that our God remains the same! 
At the end of November, our pastor, David commenced a new series 
going through Luke’s gospel on Sunday mornings which tied in very 
well with the Christmas period. He is now continuing his series in 
Genesis on Sunday evenings. 

On Sunday 13th December we held our Carol Service when we 
enjoyed an item in Welsh and carols from the students and young 
people. Many stayed behind for refreshments and a chat. The 
following Sunday afternoon we held a Carol Service in Benllech 
Community Hall for the first time. Many local people, as well as our 
regulars attended and this was followed by mince pies and a cup of 
tea. David took the Christmas Day service at Ebenezer and the next 
Sunday we welcomed to the pulpit Ashkan Sarmadi from Watford. 
He was accompanied by his wife Carys, originally from Ebenezer, 
together with their young son Sion. Later in January some of us were 
able to attend the EMW leaders training day in Colwyn Bay which 
proved to be a very helpful occasion.  

Then a welcome surprise; Audrey Roberts received a call to say 
there was the opportunity for her to have a kidney transplant. Happily 
she satisfied the matching requirements and the operation went ahead 
in Liverpool, however some problems have arisen and we continue to 
pray for her.  

Whilst we rejoice with those who rejoice we also mourn with 
those who mourn. After suffering another heart attack and spending a 
few days in hospital our former minister Rev Geraint Morgan was 
called home to be with the Lord in the early hours of Friday15th 
January. The funeral service was held on Friday 22nd January and was 
a memorable occasion as folk gathered from near and far to give 
thanks to God for Geraint’s life and witness. Our sincere sympathies 
go to his widow Idwen and their son Elwyn and friend of the family, 
Pauline. Recently we were saddened to hear the news that Manji, a 
former student from Nigeria, passed away suddenly at the beginning 
of January. Our sympathies go to his family. 
         John P. Gough 



Daily Prayer Points 
When a land is blessed with revival and many are truly converted, the things of 
God are held in respect- “Righteousness exalts a nation.” Prov.14:34  It is 
now so long since our land has seen such a blessing that we are seeing 
ungodliness increasing daily and our society plunging towards self-
destruction.  Here are some aspects that desperately need our prayers. 
 
Sunday: The majority in our land do not value the Lord’s Day nor do they 
think of using it to seek Him.  Pray that His people would be seen to delight in 
worship, fellowship and teaching and that unbelievers would be moved by the 
Spirit to seek Him. (Isa.55:6) 
Monday: Without the light of the gospel people have no fixed system of moral 
values. We are seeing immoral thinking spreading at an alarming rate so that 
many people of whom one would expect better, now follow current trends.  
Pray that God’s holy and righteous standards would be exalted and sinners be 
convicted of their sin. (Prov.14:12) 
Tuesday: Unsaved politicians are at the mercy of the evil one. They are 
influenced by whoever shouts the loudest and whoever gives them most credit. 
Without the grace of God in their lives they will only displease Him and their 
actions harm society.  Pray that God’s grace will work powerfully in many 
politicians to His glory. (Eph. 3:7) 
Wednesday: Man made solutions to man’s problems are all subject to man’s 
fallen nature, yet there are still many who hold to the idea of human self-
improvement. Pray that the devil’s deceit will be exposed and that many will 
flee to the only Saviour for eternal salvation. (Jer. 17:9) 
Thursday: Apathy, ignorance and minds captive to Satan’s trickery hold many 
in darkness. Unaware of their plight, many seek to fill their lives with passing 
and often harmful pleasures. Pray that the realities of their eternal soul and 
their need to be saved will be brought home to them. (Acts 2:37) 
Friday: Some of the evils we face are from people who are actively promoting 
their wicked agendas, resulting in a range of persecution from subtle to severe. 
The Lord’s arm is not shortened. He can save to the uttermost. Pray for 
trophies of grace like Saul changed to Paul. (1 Cor. 15:9&10) 
Saturday: Facing evil on several fronts, pray that as believers we may be salt 
and light in this putrefying and dark world and that as we are being changed we 
may grow in joy, zeal, commitment and delight as we seek to glorify our 
Saviour. (Matt. 5:14-16) 

           Gareth Thomas 



Missionary Prayer Requests 
 
Sunday: Richard & Barbara Davies, Marseilles. When Alistair and 
Rachel received a Bible as a wedding present, Alistair began reading 
it. Pray that he will continue to read it and understand it. Sam often 
visits Rachel, his aunt and has heard more Bible stories than anyone 
else. May he understand them too. 
Monday: USL(Union School of Theology)/WEST. Joel Morris and 
Mike Reeves are Executive Director and President respectively of 
Union, while Jonathan Stevens is Director of Studies. We can pray 
for them in these roles as they set the standards for the studies at 
USL/WEST. 
Tuesday: Johnny and Ann McClean, Bangkok, ask prayer for New 
City Fellowship and Pramote its pastor – that he will grow as its 
leader, and as father to Peace. Ann asks for wisdom in responding to 
tough situations and for integrity  
Wednesday: Geni & Niki Dogani, and Alma, Albania. They report 
that some progress has been made in clearing and restoring the site 
they have for a church building.  Fourteen students came for the first 
time to Niki’s Christmas meeting and James gives them English in 
the regular meetings. They don’t hide from them that they are 
Christians, for they want them to know what they believe. 
Thursday: Baška Muchová and Heledd Job, Slovakia. The Slovak 
‘Uncover John’ has been printed.  Pray for exhausted workers to be 
revived to overcome difficulties, and for love and truth to prevail.  In 
their ‘winter training’ they will teach students to use the Bible for 
evangelism. Pray for life in Slovak churches. 
Friday: Emmanuel & Esther Durand, Chambéry. Pray for direction 
for family time and some deputation in the UK in the spring. 
Emmanuel expects to attend two conferences in France. Give thanks 
that Esther is getting to know more mums – especially over coffee on 
Wednesdays 
Saturday: UCCF, John & Bethan, Caitlin and Abi. This term is 
important for choosing a new CU Exec and future leaders. Pray for 
their outreach to all classes of students – English, Welsh, 
International, part-time, PhDs, and mature students.  All need to meet 
Jesus in real life situations – and Global Café, etc. 
        Richard Owens 



Madeira 
How many of you have ever visited the Portuguese island of 
Madeira? It is located in the North Atlantic Ocean, west and slightly 
south of Portugal. Its total population was estimated in 2011 at 
267,785. Today almost half of the island’s population live in greater 
Funchal. Funchal is the capital of Madeira situated on the south coast. 
It has the warmest year-round subtropical climate in Portugal, with 
winters being extremely mild and summers long but with relatively 
modest heat. Thus it is a popular year-round resort, being visited 
every year by about one million tourists. It is sometimes described as 
a “Floating Flower-pot” or “God’s Botanical Garden” because it is a 
haven of natural beauty, the exotic colours of the flowers standing out 
from the blue sea and the emerald green vegetation.  Its landscapes 
are classified as a Unesco World Heritage Site. 
 
Before visiting the island last September I was given a book to read 
about a little known pioneer missionary to Madeira and Brazil. The 
book is called “The Wolf from Scotland, the story of Robert Reid 
Kalley” by William B.Forsyth. (A Welwyn Biography EP ). 

Dr Robert Reid Kalley (1809-1888) is unknown to most. His 
contemporaries on the mission field were well known men such as 
William Carey who went to India in 1793, Robert Morrison to China 
in 1807 and David Livingston to Africa in 1841. The author of this 
book attempts to make known the life and work of one of God’s great 
pioneers Dr Robert Reid Kalley. 

Dr Kalley was born in Mount Florida, Glasgow in 1809. Both 
his parents were members of the Church of Scotland and he was 
christened there.  At the age of 16 he enrolled in an Arts Course at 
Glasgow University. He had during his early years thought of 
studying for the ministry but he writes, “becoming an infidel on going 
to college I could not bear the thought of being obliged to preach that 
which I considered a parcel of lies. I therefore gave up all idea of 
becoming a clergyman and studied medicine.” But things changed for 
him when during his early experiences as a doctor he met Christians 
who testified to him of their faith in Christ. One was a poor woman 
dying of cancer.  “Her triumphant faith in the midst of so much 
misery and pain impressed the young doctor more than he cared to 



admit.” The first chapter of the book is called “How it all began” and 
gives a description of his conversion and missionary call. 

Dr Kalley had his mind set on going to China but his wife 
suffered from tuberculosis which made it impossible for them to go 
there. The Scottish winters were bad for her health and a brochure of 
the time declared, “Madeira is a resort for invalids of highly 
cultivated taste”! Thus in October 1838 the Kalleys set sail from 
Greenock for Funchal, Madeira. Little did they know that they would 
spend a total of eight years on the island. The author tells us a little 
about Madeira’s history and how it was discovered in 1419 by a 
Portuguese sailor. By 1508 Britain had forged strong commercial 
links with Madeira and by the 18th century British business men 
dominated the island’s trade in sugar, wine, textiles, embroidery, 
wicker-work and shipping in general. During the Napoleonic Wars a 
British military force of several thousand occupied the island as a 
precautionary measure. 

Dr Kalley was ordained in London by the Church of Scotland in 
1839. He then returned to Madeira believing that the island was 
“stretching forth its hands for the gospel”. Life was hard for the 
ordinary Madeiran peasant. There was a lot of poverty and disease. 
More than this was the “absolute dearth of genuine religion”. When 
the Portuguese discovered Madeira they colonized it and introduced 
them to their brand of Roman Catholicism. All other branches of 
Christianity were considered heretical and consequently banned. 

Dr Kalley gained fame as a doctor treating both rich and poor. 
He was fearless in his witness for Christ. He would pray at the 
bedside of a patient, had a scripture verse printed on each prescription 
and insisted that patients attend morning prayers. Interest in the 
gospel was aroused and people wanted to know about the good news. 
We learn about how he opened the first free schools, about 22 in all. 
Two books were used to teach the children to read and write: the 
Portuguese “ABC” and the Bible. 

We learn about the growing opposition and persecution he and 
other Christians faced from the Roman Catholic Church. Many were 
imprisoned for their faith, Dr Kalley himself for six months. 
Believer’s houses were set on fire. Cemeteries were closed to them; 
one of the first converts died and was refused burial. The authorities 
said that he should be made an example of and be buried at a cross-



roads, so that his grave would be desecrated by the feet of passers-by! 
Bibles were burned. Crowds would march chanting, “Death to Bible 
readers. Death to Kalley the Wolf from Scotland!” 

If we read on in the book we learn about how Dr Kalley spent 
twenty-one years in Brazil planting the cross of the living Christ in 
“the land of the Christless cross”. 

On his death in January 1888 he was buried at the Dean 
Cemetery, Edinburgh. There has been freedom of religion in Madeira 
since 1975, but he Roman Catholic Church is strongly traditional and 
retains much influence. Operation World states that it has fewer than 
20 small evangelical churches. May we be inspired and challenged by 
the life and faith of Dr Robert Reid Kalley, The Wolf from Scotland. 
 

Catherine Davies 
 

Rev Geraint Morgan 1924 - 2016 
 
It is with sadness 
that we report the 
home-call of the 
Rev Geraint Morgan 
on 15th January.  He 
was pastor of this 
church from 1986 to 
1995. 
We extend our 
condolences to 
Idwen his wife and 
his son Elwyn. 
It is hoped a fuller 
appreciation of his 
life will appear in  a 
later issue. 



Dr Athanasius Justin 
Manji 

 
It is also with sadness that 
we were informed of the 
passing of “Manji” in 
Nigeria.  Manji arrived in 
Bangor in 2008 to research 
for a doctorate in Chemistry.  
During the four years he was 
in Bangor he was a faithful 
and active member of the 
church.  We extend our 
condolences to his family in 
Nigeria. 

 
 
 

Diary Date 
Saturday 19th March: North Wales Women’s Conference in The 
Memorial Hall Wrexham. “Impossible Love …….looking at God’s 
grace in the book of Hosea”  Speaker: Karen Soole 
 
Preachers in Ebenezer 
 
February  
7th David Finnie am & pm 
14th David Finnie am; John Perry pm 
21st David Harding (Milnrow) am & pm 
28th David Finnie am & pm 
March 
6th David Finnie am & pm 
13th David Finnie am; Steve McLean (Rhuddlan) pm
20th David Finnie am & pm 
27th  David Finnie am; JP Earnest pm 
April 
3rd  Martyn Lloyd (Llandudno) am & pm 
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OFFICERS 
Elders 
David Finnie (Minister)                        Dkjfinnie@aol.com                              (01248) 362334 
John Gough                                     jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                   352433 
 
Deacons 
GarethThomas                             garethjohnthomas@talktalk.com                                 362320                           
Wyn Thomas                                   w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk                                         351347                                                              
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
SUNDAY           10.10am            Prayer Meeting in annex. 
                            10.30am            Morning Service. Junior Church (ages 4-10) during sermon. 
                              5.40pm            Prayer Meeting in Library. 
                              6.00pm            Evening Service 
                                              The Lord’s Supper 1st Sun. evening & 3rd Sun. morning. 
 
 
TUESDAY              7.30pm          Prayer Meeting/ Fellowship Groups*  
 
 
THURSDAY           10am               Ladies Bible Study*  

 
FRIDAY              7.30pm              G.O.A.L Youth Club for ages 11-18.  
 
*Meetings not held in the church – please ask for details. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Michael Walters             mikewalters@hotmail.com                       470681 
YouthClubLeader:DavidFinnie            Dkjfinnie@aol.com                                  362334 
Grapevine Editor:MichaelWalters      mikewalters@hotmail.com                     470681  
Notice sheet Editors: Jackie Williams        jaxwms@aol.com                                    370094 
            Liz Gough  jnlzgough99@btinternet.com        352433 
 
 

 
 


