
1 

Grapevine 
Newsletter of 

Ebenezer Evangelical Church 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,  
because he has come and has redeemed 

his people.”   
Luke 1 v.68 (NIV) 

 
 

December/January 
2017/18 

 
 

 
 



2 

EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
 
Doctrinal  Statement. 
 
The church believes the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy Scripture, 
including the following: 
 
1   The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 
 
2   The sovereignty of God in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final 
judgment. 
 
3   The divine inspiration, infallibility and inerrancy of Holy Scripture as originally given, 
and   its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
4   The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man subject 
to God’s wrath and condemnation.  
 
5   The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ the incarnate Son of God, His virgin birth and His 
real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross; His bodily resurrection; His ascension; 
His present reign in  heaven and on earth; and His intercession on behalf of the church. 
 
6   Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial and 
atoning death, once and for all time, of our representative and substitute, Jesus Christ, the 
only mediator between God and man. 
 
7   Justification as God’s act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned all his 
sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only because of the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to him, this justification being received by faith alone. 
 
8   The need for the Holy Spirit to make the work of Christ effective to the individual sinner, 
granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
9  The church as the body of Christ, both locally and worldwide, its members consisting of 
those only to have been born again through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
10  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all those thus regenerated, producing in them an 
increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowering them for their 
witness in the world. 
 
11 The future personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge all men, executing 
God’s final just condemnation on the impenitent and receiving the redeemed to eternal 
glory. 
 
A further explanation of the things we believe is set out in the 1646 Westminster 
Confession of Faith 
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A  LETTER  FROM  THE  MINISTER 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Almost 300 years since it was first performed in Dublin, thousands of 
people are still flocking this Christmas to hear Handel's Messiah. Although 
the music was composed by George Friedrich Handel, the words were 
compiled by Charles Jennens and taken mostly from the King James 
Version of the Bible. Written in three parts, part I includes several extracts 
from the OT prophecy of Isaiah and culminates with the great 
announcement which the angels made to the shepherds on the night of 
Jesus' birth. 
 
Jennens and Handel had good reasons for connecting the words of Isaiah 
(written in the 8th Cent BC) and the birth of Jesus. In Ch 1 of his gospel, 
Matthew records an occasion when an angel visited Joseph and told him 
about the birth of a baby who was to be called Jesus. And, we are told: 
"All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel - which means 'God with us'" (Matt 1:23, quoting Isaiah 7). 
 
The fact that God had announced the birth of this baby several centuries 
before through the prophet Isaiah indicates that this was no ordinary birth. 
It was special in that it was a virgin birth and it was special in that the baby 
being born would be 'God with us'. Although God had been with his 
people throughout OT history, God was now going to be present in a far 
greater way. In the person of his Son Jesus Christ, God had now come to 
live on this earth.  
 
In coming to this earth, Jesus would reveal to us what God is like. In 
coming to this earth, Jesus would be the God-Man which enabled him to 
become the mediator between God and man which we all so desperately 
need. Because of our sin we are separated from God, but the great news 
this Christmas is that there is: "One mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men" (1 Tim 2: 5 
& 6). And so let's give thanks that the special birth which Isaiah 
announced centuries before, did happen. 
Wishing you a happy Christmas, 
David. 
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Amongst Ourselves 

 
So much has happened during the last few months it’s hard to know where 
to begin, so we’ll start with the core ministry of the church. Our minister 
David has commenced a new series on Ephesians on Sunday mornings and 
in the evenings he has been preaching on the 5 Sola’s of the Reformation, 
truths which were rediscovered 500 years ago. Michael Walters has also 
given a brief talk each week on the historical background to the 
Reformation.  
The Fellowship Groups continue with the Anglesey Group studying 
Hebrews and the Bangor group Exodus. We have also commenced a group 
in Pontllyfni studying Philippians which aims to serve folks living in the 
Caernarfon area. 
 
This year, we had a full coach load for the International Students tour of 
Snowdonia and many came back for refreshments afterwards, it proved to 
be a most enjoyable time. The Menai Bridge Fair took place on the 24th 
October and the church stall was manned throughout the day despite the 
inclement weather, by folks giving out fliers and gospel literature. As it is 
the 300th anniversary of the birth of the Welsh hymnist William Williams 
(Pantycelyn), we held a meeting in Benllech to celebrate his life. On this 
occasion Mr Wyn Thomas spoke on Williams’ life and we sang some of 
his hymns in Welsh and English. 
 In the first full week of November a group of us led by JP Earnest (OAM) 
went into some local schools in Bangor and Benllech to give a presentation 
of Pilgrim’s Progress. The children and teachers listened attentively and 
afterwards the children completed their work sheets. A children’s copy of 
Pilgrim’s Progress in Welsh ‘Taith y Pererin’ was donated to each school. 
 
Fiona Earnest and Rebekah Culver have been to Albania to encourage the 
church in Memaliaj and to help with a CU mission in Girokaster. At the 
end of October we said farewell to two of our members Gareth and Ann 
Thomas who have relocated to Pontyates near Carmarthen. We wish them 
well and are grateful for their help in the church here. Let us continue to 
pray for those who at present are unable to attend the church services like 
Malcolm Cheeseman and Jackie Williams.                      

 
      John P Gough 
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Missionary  Prayer  Points  
 
Sunday: UST(Union School of Theology)/WEST. Pray for the new Provost, 
Ian Shaw as well as Dan (Systematic Theology). and Stephen Jenkins 
(Greek) who have just joined the faculty. Remember the many avenues of 
distance learning now. 
Monday:  Johnny and Ann McClean, UFM, Bangkok, and their three 
children who are now all in secondary education. Pray for Johnny who 
continues to support Pramote, preaches once a month and meets weekly 
with key people in the church. Ann supports and encourages other staff 
members as the school passes through an unexpected transition.  
Tuesday: Emmanuel & Esther Durand, and four children at Chambéry, 
France. Pray that members may be protected from false prophets and the 
influence of social media. May Emmanuel and his fellow elder, Jean-
Pierre have wisdom in their ministry. Emmanuel will be teaching at the 
Belgium Bible College this winter again. May blessing be on the 
contributions of five new members to the church. 
Wednesday: Richard & Barbara Davies, (South of France) can do more 
home visits with James in Manchester and Libby in London University. In 
some cases they tell Bible Stories in English. They pray for a break-
through in several families who could then support one another. Making 
new contacts is important so that follow-up with visit homes can be 
arranged to share Bible stories. 
Thursday: Baška (Slovakia) asks prayer for the group meeting at Košice 
which had been harmed by bad teaching last year. Pray for the healing of 
her stomach that had been damaged by coeliac disease. They are having 
struggles to find meeting rooms at Košice and Prešov to reach students 
there. 
Friday: UCCF, Elin Bryn Williams  The CU Christmas Carol Service is 
on 7th Dec. in the cathedral. Remember the follow-up.  Remember Elin’s 
many travels to encourage students, particularly Welsh students 
throughout Wales.  
Saturday: Geni and Niki Dolgani, and Alma, Albania: When we had a 
Skype link Geni asked prayer for his father.  They also said that Alma’s 
health hasn’t been good. They are still trying to get permission to put a 
roof on the building they want to use as a church. Pray for Niki’s outreach 
to students. 

Richard Owens 
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Daily Prayer Points 
 

“Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son” John 14:13 
 
Sunday. Praise: Our gracious and heavenly Father for His many mercies 
to us during the past year. 
 Prayer: For ourselves and the Church as we look forward to celebrate the 
Nativity of our Lord, and the coming year. 
Monday. Praise: Our Father for the many opportunities this past year to 
reach out to the communities in Bangor and Anglesey. 
Prayer: For the continuing outreach through meetings, literature, clubs 
and the market stall etc. 
Tuesday. Praise: Our Saviour, as we approach Advent, for His birth, life 
and atoning death. 
Prayer: For our growth in and knowledge of Christ, and for the desire to 
live for Him. 
Wednesday. Praise: The King of Glory for the many Christian 
organisations, in particular, the UCCF in Bangor University. 
Prayer: For the students, both those from overseas and home grown, that 
attend Ebenezer. Pray for our own youngsters. 
Thursday. Praise: The God of Abraham who has placed us in families 
and countries where we have religious freedom. 
Prayer: That this may continue; and pray also for our Queen and country, 
for those set in authority over us as they seek to disengage from the 
European Union. Pray that God will heal our land. 
Friday. Praise: Almighty God for the Church world-wide, for 
Missionaries and the spreading of the Gospel. 
Prayer:  For all those who are suffering for their Faith, that God will draw 
near to uphold and comfort them. Pray especially for the missionaries 
connected to Ebenezer. 
Saturday. Praise: Our Creator for the many talents and gifts He has 
endowed us with. 
Prayer: For our pastor, elder, deacons and all those who help with the 
various activities and tasks to further the work and outreach of Ebenezer. 
Pray also for the worship on Sunday.                                                                                          
 

Don Moreland 
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At the end of October we said goodbye to Gareth and Ann Thomas who have 
contributed so much to the church in so many ways over many years.  We wish 

them every blessing in their new home in Pontyates, Carmarthenshire. 
 
 

 
Wyn Thomas gave a most interesting talk in Benllech on William Williams 

the Welsh hymn writer to celebrate the 300th anniversary of his birth 
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Visit to Southern Albania, November 2017 

 
Believers gathering on Sunday morning 

 
Following the last trip to visit the believers in Memaliaj, Albania, we had a 
request for some of us to return to help with and IFES mission week in 
Girokaster. Rebekah Culver and I travelled to Albania in early November 
to help with this outreach. Each day we went to Girokaster, to the 
University building, to invite students to an evangelistic lunch bar. We 
were also able to have some impromptu English conversation classes with 
students in nearby coffee shops. The week went well with around a dozen 
students either attending a lunch bar or joining us for a chat in English.  
 
Please pray that there would be further opportunities with these students 
during the regular, weekly, work in Girokaster. 
 
We were also able join in with some of the regular church work in 
Memaliaj. It was a joy to see that one of the Ladies who we had met on the 
last visit has since been saved. We were also privileged to be able to help 
out at one of the Youth meetings and were greatly encouraged by the 
sincerity of these young teenagers as they studied the Bible. Please 
continue to pray for the workers in Memaliaj: Geni, Niki and Alma. Pray 
too that others in the church would begin to help with some of the outreach 
work. 

Fiona Earnest 
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Characters from the presentation of Pilgrim’s Progress which was 

supported by the Open Air Mission and given to nearly 400 children 
from local primary schools in November 

 

 
 

Food for Thought 
There is nothing wrong with exchanging gifts and hanging seasonal 
decorations at Christmas and decorating eggs and eating lamb at Easter.  
We should celebrate God’s goodness to us as God’s people have always 
done, with good food and good fellowship.  These are times of special 
opportunity for sharing the gospel good news with those who have never 
heard it, that they too may receive God’s peace.  These are times for 
pointing all to Christ, the true light of the world, the true Prince of Peace. 
   (Adapted from Iain M Duguid’s Commentary on Esther) 
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Foreign Students Trip – Mrs Audrey Roberts in Caernarfon with 
students from three different continents  

 
Diary Dates 

 
Sunday 3rd December:   David Finnie am,  JP Earnest pm 
 
Sunday 10th December:   Carol service at 3.30pm followed by tea 
 
Sunday 17th December:   Carol Service in Benllech 4pm 
 
Sunday 24th December:  David Finnie am & pm 
 
Christmas Day:   John Gough 10am 
 
Sunday 31st December:   Andrew Graham am & pm 
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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
ST. PAUL’S TERRACE, BANGOR LL57 1NS 

www.ebenezerbangor.org.uk 
Charity Number: 1160857 

…………………………… 
 

OFFICERS 
Elders 
David Finnie (Minister)                        Dkjfinnie@aol.com                              (01248) 362334 
John Gough                                     jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                   352433 
 
Deacon 
Wyn Thomas                                   w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk                                         351347                                                              
 
 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
	
SUNDAY												10.10am												Prayer	Meeting	in	annex.	
																											10.30am												Morning	Service.	Junior	Church	(ages	4-10)	during	sermon.	
																												5.40pm												Prayer	Meeting	in	Library.	
																												6.00pm												Evening	Service	
																																														The	Lord’s	Supper	1st	Sun.	evening	&	3rd	Sun.	morning.	
	
	
TUESDAY														7.30pm										Prayer	Meeting/	Fellowship	Groups*		
	
	
THURSDAY											10am															Ladies	Bible	Study*		

	
FRIDAY																7.30pm														G.O.A.L	Youth	Club	for	ages	11-18.		
	
*Meetings held in the church – please ask for details. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Michael Walters             mikewalters@hotmail.com                       470681 
Youth Club Leader: Fiona Earnest           fionaearnest@yahoo.co.uk                        362695 
Grapevine Editor: MichaelWalters      mikewalters@hotmail.com                      470681  
Notice Sheet Editor: Fiona Earnest       fionaearnest@yahoo.co.uk                      362695 
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