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“...you are to give Him the name Jesus,
because He will save His people from their sins.”
Matthew 1:21



EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Doctrinal Statement.

The church believes the fundamental truths of @hngy, as revealed in Holy
Scripture, including the following:

1 The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Fgmyrit in the Godhead.

2 The sovereignty of God in creation, providenmesglation, redemption and final
judgment.

3 The divine inspiration, infallibility and ineancy of Holy Scripture as originally
given, and its supreme authority in all mattdriadgh and conduct.

4 The universal sinfulness and guilt of humarureasince the fall, rendering man
subject to God’s wrath and condemnation.

5 The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ theamate Son of God, His virgin birth
and His real and sinless humanity; His death onctles; His bodily resurrection;
His ascension; His present reign in heaven an@asth; and His intercession on
behalf of the church.

6 Redemption from the guilt, penalty and powesiof only through the sacrificial
and atoning death, once and for all time, of opresentative and substitute, Jesus
Christ, the only mediator between God and man.

7 Justification as God’s act of undeserved marcwhich the sinner is pardoned all
his sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sogihy,because of the righteousness of
Christ imputed to him, this justification being eaged by faith alone.

8 The need for the Holy Spirit to make the woflCarist effective to the individual
sinner, granting him repentance toward God and failesus Christ.

9 The church as the body of Christ, both locallyd amorldwide, its members
consisting of those only to have been born agawuthh the work of the Holy Spirit.

10 The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all thosieus regenerated, producing in them
an increasing likeness to Christ in character atdhbiour, and empowering them for
their witness in the world.

11 The future personal return of the Lord JesusisEhwho will judge all men,
executing God’s final just condemnation on the impt and receiving the
redeemed to eternal glory.

A further explanation of the things we believeas sut in the 1646 Westminster Confession of Faith)
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A Letter from the Minister
Dear Friends,

Following the recent floods, the town of WorkingtonCumbria has been
separated by a raging river. One half of the comityua completely cut

off from the other half. And as | write this, thalitary are desperately
trying to reunite both communities by erecting mperary bridge. That is
the length the authorities are prepared to go torder to bridge the gulf
between the two halves of the Workington populatM#hat we discover
in the Bible, however, is that the Eternal God vpmspared to go to
infinitely greater measures in order to bridge gé between sinners and
Himself.

As a consequence of our disobedience, we have degsmated from God.
The gulf between us is enormous, so much so treaetls nothing we
could ever do to bridge it. Our religious devotiand our good works
cannot even begin to span the gap. And yet, whatcarewot do, the
Eternal God has done at enormous cost to Himselbrdler to bridge the
gap, God has given His one and only Son.

At this time of year, we remember God giving HisnSo the poor and
humble surroundings of a Bethlehem stable. But whiat must also
remember is that in order to bridge the gap, theertal God went further
still — He gave His Son to the horror and pain eatth on a cross. That is
the length that God was prepared to go to in otdebridge the gap
between sinners and Himself. And through trustmg/hat Jesus has done,
you and | can be reconciled — brought back inttofethip again — with
God.

And so as we celebrate another Christmas, let pieajate the great work
which God was accomplishing in sending His Son thie world. As the

Apostle Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5: 19 “....Gabkweconciling the world
to Himself in Christ...”

Hope you have a happy Christmas,

David.



Amongst Ourselves

The church celebrated its BGnniversary on the weekend of"20"
September. People came from near and far to jaim wg on what proved
to be a very happy occasion. Special thanks aretalusl who helped
make the weekend so worthwhile. On the Saturdagrradbn, after an
open air meeting in town, we saw a specially pregaphotographic
exhibition and then proceeded to enjoy a very gamefood buffet. After
the meal there was an opportunity to see some ptiaken over the years
on the screen plus interviews with various folksna@ading with an
epilogue. The Sunday services were led by Dr DaNatbury who
preached from Titus 2 on what a healthy church héaok like. We
enjoyed more fellowship over lunch and again &fterevening service.

We have recommenced our Fellowship groups with @a\group looking
at the life of King David and John’s group studythg letter of James. On
Sunday mornings David has commenced a series oViews on selected
New Testament books. The one on 2 Timothy calledtaugrotect,
preserve, persevere in and preach the Gospel. Gae$u' November we
welcomed Ben Thomas from Criccieth to the pulpit thze first time. He
preached from Acts 3 on the disciples who havingqhdehreatened,
prayed not to be delivered from their oppressotddmincreased power to
continue to preach the Gospel.

Sunday 2% September and"8November were hospitality Sundays, an
opportunity for the church to get to know studdrgtter. Dr Gwyn Davies
visited us from Aberystwyth on the i®ctober to give a very interesting
paper on the 1859 revival in Wales. On WednesddyNaeSvember, Mr
Lyn Davies, one of our members, gave an illustrd¢eture on ‘Creation
or Evolution’ from a scientific perspective.

Numbers of our fellowship are suffering at presellts Hayden has lost
her daughter—in-law unexpectedly. Pauline Watsondrdy Roberts,
Marian Owen, Jackie Williams, Ildwen Morgan and J&wen all need
our prayers for their ongoing health problems.

Michael Walters has agreed to become the new edit@rapevine, so a
special word of thanks is due to Liz Gough for thlit she has done in
editing the newsletter to such high standards. idadKilliams is
continuing in her role as assistant editor. Thisuésis a joint effort
between Liz and Michael!! John P Gough



Dates for your diary

Thursday 10" December 7.30pm
CU Carol Service in the Cathedral

Sunday 13" December 3.30pm
Carol Service in Ebenezer followed by refreshments

Sunday 2d" December 8pm
Carol Service at Capel Y Ffynnon

Friday 25" December 10am
Christmas Day Service

Thursday 7" January 2010 7.30pm
Joint Prayer meeting with Capel Y Ffynnon here liekezer

Wednesday 18 January 7pm
Missionary Committee Meeting

Saturday 16" January
New Year Party details to follow

Albania News
Contrary to what was said in the previous issu&Epevine, Geni from
Memaliaj was unable to be with us for the last wueeks of November.
This was due to difficulties in obtaining a visdedse continue to pray for
Geni and the church in Memaliaj and in particular the many
opportunities which they will have to share the daeews about Jesus
during the month of December. Pray also for wisdfom Geni and

ourselves in knowing when would be the best timglam a future visit.
David Finnie

Bookshop News
Again this year, there is a Special Christmas ptenowhich comprises
of a wide selection of books, Bibles, a CD and alD\$omething for
everybody at very reasonable prices order early to avoid
disappointment!! John P Gough



Daily Prayer Points

Sunday: It is a privilege to worship God with other belgs. Let's respect
our privilege and worship from a grateful heartt from duty. Many will
meet without knowing what it means to worship inris@nd in truth.
Some will have no one with whom they can worshig some will need to
worship in secret and in fear. Ask God to show y@ys to help others
worship.

Monday: Today we will meet others. Did we benefit frone ttWord we
heard? Is it worth sharing? In some countries sBgatan mean the death
penalty. Pray for opportunities to share and caoaitagio so.

Tuesday We have the privilege of joining with others toap. James
says, "We have not because we ask not." Pray hieaSpirit of God will
encourage us and lead us to pray according to His w

Wednesday Bible Club, GOAL and Junior Church activities degour
prayers. Pray for prepared hearts, open wide @o &ed to obey. Pray that
each life will be filled with Jesus. Pray for wisdofor teachers and
helpers. Just a smile or greeting can touch th# spianother.

Thursday: Are you well and able to get out today; do yoweéh&iends
and family with whom to interact? Consider whatviuld be like if you
didn't. Pray for the sick and lonely. Could youtbeir friend?

Friday: Christmas is coming. Go to the Christian bookshop the
internet, to find a gift that will help and encogegthe spirit.

Saturday: Open-air meetings, tracts in cards, magazineseighbours,
special Christmas meetings etc. are all opporemito share Jesus this
month. Pray that the Word will bring LIFE. Ask Gto show you a way
to share with someone.

Edna Owens



Missionary Prayer Requests - A focus on Children ash Christmas

Sunday: Capel y Ffynnon - Dafydd Job. Pray for the Welsh Discover
Christianity course (Darganfod Cristnogaeth) tiaytare running during
the morning services in November and December. Foayguidance

concerning a Christmas meeting for the childrefRhiwlas. The church
Carol Service will be held at 8 pm on Sunda$l P&cember.

Monday: Carys Joyner (IFES—Cyprus).This may be the first Christmas
away from home for students from Africa. Pray foe {FES team to make
the message of Christmas relevant to them. Pra@doys as she considers
what God wants her to do next year.

Tuesday: Richard and Barbara Davies & family (AIM-M arseille). At
the beginning of the summer their concern was fonek’ entry to the
collége He was successful, but now Libby is keen to goethieo because
her best friend, Mathilde, will be going there.

Wednesday: WEST.Many of the students and teaching staff have young
families. Students in their first year have new uatinents to their
timetable. Pray that they will be able to keep appr balance between
studies/teaching and family life.

Thursday: Johnny and Ann McClean (OMF & IFES — Thailand).
Matthew, Beth and Joshua are enjoying their horhed@mng with Sarah
their new teacher. She will be with them until thgp on Home
Assignment in mid-2010.

Friday: Mike Chalmers (UCCF). The CU Carol Service is on Thursday
10th December, in the Cathedral. A lunchtime apeaiicgevent based on
Christmas will be held on the same day. Please foraye planning of the
CU's Mission Week, Feb 2010, and remember studehts are going
home to non-Christian families.

Saturday: Peter and Edi Wilson, Japan. Remember Joanna’ year at
an International Secondary school, Andy, yeear Primary, and John®'1
year Primary as they develop physically, sociatig apiritually. Pray for
the true meaning of Christmas to be told clearlalbyhe churches.
Richard Owens



1859 Revival — 150 years on: “Turn in here!”

The Church was privileged on Octobef"16 host a talk by Dr Gwyn
Davies, lecturer in Church History at WEST, to m#r& 150 anniversary
of this momentous event. Dr Davies’ talk was wimgsoand engaging and
gave an analytical insight of the great work of ey Spirit in Wales at
this time.

He started by giving a brief outline of the mawents of the revival,
focusing in particular on the role of Humphrey JonEe’r-ddol and
Dafydd Morgan. He emphasised, however, that thenk was only one
aspect of the revival and that the prayer meetwg® the means used by
God in most places. Other features of revival wareawareness of the
reality of the presence of God which one pressntegaod manifested itself
in a “triumphant solemnity” among God’s people. sélthere was a new
spiritual vitality brought to the churches, both ttte ministers and the
congregations.

One of the obvious results of this was the “abutidaanversions;
particularly among the “listeners”; those who reglyl came to church but
had made no previous profession of faith. Thatas to say that there
were not many dramatic conversions among the “ulyaelements in
society such as renown drunkards, wife-beatersSatdbath-breakers.

The revival had a great effect on society in gen&rading to a
dramatic decline in court cases. This was so ntaikecertain areas,
Deiniolen for example, that they felt they no longeeded a policeman!
The greater numbers attending the chapels alsotded greater self-
confidence among the non-conformists, causing tteebe at the forefront
of social and political changes such as elect@farm, Sunday closing for
public houses, the establishment of Welsh univessitand the
disestablishment of the Anglican Church. “Chapadl lbecome a large
influence in society.”

Dr Davies, however, went on to outline the differes between this
“new” revival and the “old” revival of previous yea The differences
were mainly due to the influence of the ideas ofal®s Finney (no
relation!) an American evangelist and the detrirakptfects of his ideas
as expressed in his bodkectures on Revivals” Finney rejected the
concept of original sin and saw salvation not ggftafrom God but as a
decision which we have the power to make ourselvidss led to a “slot
machine” view of revival — if the correct procedsirwere followed God
was bound to act. And these procedures included dfeation of
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emotional excitement to lessen the congregatioatecance, emotional
pressure put on people to make a “decision” and‘dhar call” — people

coming forward in response to the preaching. I yame forward you
were converted, and all too often the follow-up mselling, if there was
any, put an emphasis on outward behaviour. Nohalcaobacco or

swearing and a commitment to family worship in klmene. This led to a
“dumbing down” of the new birth and the acceptant¢hose who were
not truly converted into church membership hadtardental effect on the
health of the church. It must be emphasised, hokéhat great numbers
of people were truly converted. True revival cidd place.

Dr Davies concluded his talk with an anecdote conng a visit by
Queen Victoria to Bethesda shortly after the relvivEhe quarrymen were
given the day off to see her pass through the towany, however,
preferred to attend prayer meetings instead. (Ineathat happening now!)
One old saint noted that as the Queen passed thideitpesda she did not
notice Carneddau Chapel but during the prayer mgethe Lord Jesus
Christ — “He turned in here.” Dr Davies emphasisbd need of the
Living God in our midst. May He “Turn in here!”

Michael Walters

Dr Gwyn Davies



Ebenezer's 48' Anniversary September 2009

Enjoying fellowship over tea

Geraint Jones and Mrs Nancy Hayden
being interviewed by John Gough

10



Here are some of the kind comments left by those wltame back to
celebrate with us.

“Ebenezer will always be a spiritual home for maxystudents”
John Byrne 1972-76

“l found my husband here! (in the prayer meeting®jateful for the
faithful ministry and fellowship.”Judith Byrne 1975-78

“It's good to renew fellowship with old friends amd see the faithfulness
of the Lord.” Martin & Barbara Lloyd 1972-76

“Grand to be back! Lovely to see old familiar faéeSood to see new
ones too!” Liz & Terry Wright 1981-87

“So good to remember God's faithfulness and toicejon His providence
and love evidenced in so many lives, still persengrstill upheld by His
grace.” Linda Baynham 1975 — 83

“We've looked back with thankfulness — looked fordiavith faith.”
Steve & Gill Berry 1975 — 89

“How good is the God we adore!”
David & Pat Norbury 1966 — 75

“Thank you for everything. So nice to see you atjai
Thierry & Akiko Dupont 1997 — 2002

“Lovely fellowship. Great to see everybody agairi X.
Geoff & Rita Bright 1986 — 2007

“He who promised is faithful."Mike & Jill Willis 1979 — 83

“When for a time we part, This thought will soothe pain,

That we shall still be joined in heart, And hoperteet again.”
John Fawcett 1739-1817
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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH
ST. PAUL'S TERRACE, BANGOR

(01248 352321 unattended)
www.ebenezerbangor.org.uk

OFFICERS
Elders
David Finnie (Minister) Dkjfinnie@aol.com (01248) 362334
John Gough jnlzgough99 @btinternet.com 352433
Deacons
Gareth Thomas garethjohnthomas@talktalk.net 362320
Wyn Thomas w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk 35%34
REGULAR MEETINGS
SUNDAY 10.10am Prayer Meeting in the library
10.30am Morning Service. Junior church (ages 4-10) durhmy t
17.40pm sermon
18.00pm Prayer Meeting in the library

Evening Service

The Lord’s Supper®iSunday evening &3Sunday morning

TUESDAY 19.30pm

Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Fellowship Groups*

WEDNESDAY | 18.00pm

Bible Club for primary school children

THURSDAY 10.30am

Ladies Bible Study*

FRIDAY 09.30am
19.30pm

International Ladies Bible Study (fortnightly)
GOAL Youth Club for secondary school pupils

SATURDAY | 08.30am

Men’s Breakfast (monthly)

11.00am/14.00pm Open Air outside Boots (monthly)

*Meetings not held in the church — please ask &dails

Secretary: Liz Storkey lizstorkey@btinternet.com 01248 601363
Treasurer: Enid Vincent e.vincent353@btinternet.com 714353
Bible Club Leader: Janet Thomas| janetthomas62@live.co.uk 351347
Youth Club Leader: David Finnie | dkjfinnie@aol.com 362334
Newsletter Editor: Michael Walters mikewalters@hotmail.com 470681
Assistant Editor: Jackie Williams | jaxwms@aol.com 370094
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