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But godliness with contentment is great gain 
1 Timothy :6 
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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH  
Doctrinal  Statement. 

 
The church believes the fundamental truths of Christianity, as revealed in Holy 
Scripture, including the following: 
 
1   The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 
 
2   The sovereignty of God in creation, providence, revelation, redemption and final 
judgment. 
 
3   The divine inspiration, infallibility and inerrancy of Holy Scripture as originally 
given, and   its supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct. 
 
4   The universal sinfulness and guilt of human nature since the fall, rendering man 
subject to God’s wrath and condemnation.  
 
5   The full deity of the Lord Jesus Christ the incarnate Son of God, His virgin birth 
and His real and sinless humanity; His death on the cross; His bodily resurrection; 
His ascension; His present reign in  heaven and on earth; and His intercession on 
behalf of the church. 
 
6   Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial 
and atoning death, once and for all time, of our representative and substitute, Jesus 
Christ, the only mediator between God and man. 
 
7   Justification as God’s act of undeserved mercy, in which the sinner is pardoned all 
his sins and accepted as righteous in God’s sight, only because of the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to him, this justification being received by faith alone. 
 
8   The need for the Holy Spirit to make the work of Christ effective to the individual 
sinner, granting him repentance toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
9  The church as the body of Christ, both locally and worldwide, its members 
consisting of those only to have been born again through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
10  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all those thus regenerated, producing in them 
an increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowering them for 
their witness in the world. 
 
11 The future personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge all men, 
executing God’s final just condemnation on the impenitent and receiving the 
redeemed to eternal glory. 

 
A further explanation of the things we believe is set out in the 1646 Westminster Confession of Faith) 
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A LETTER FROM THE MINISTER 
 

Dear friends, 
As you can see from the page opposite, Ebenezer has a Doctrinal 
Statement and a Confession of Faith, both of which serve as a summary of 
what we believe as a church. In an age where everything is considered to 
be relative and nothing is absolute, such statements of belief are no longer 
popular and may even be dismissed as bigoted. And yet we have retained 
them for several reasons.  
Firstly, the Gospel is a specific message. In giving us His Word, God has 
clearly defined what his good news for man is. It is a message about God 
in His grace rescuing guilty sinners from the eternal consequences of their 
sin through the substitutionary death of His Son, Jesus Christ. If this 
message is distorted then it ceases to be good news and it ceases to be 
God’s news. That is why Paul defined the message of certain people as ‘no 
gospel at all’. In an age where truth is relativised, it is important to 
maintain a clear definition of the gospel.      
Secondly, false teaching is never far away. It is difficult to read the New 
Testament letters and not see the threat which false teachers posed to the 
life and health of the church back then. Would it not be naive of us to think 
that this threat has been eradicated? Church history demonstrates that error 
has continued to confront the church and a doctrinal statement can help in 
detecting it. 
Thirdly, a doctrinal statement provides a basis for our unity. Jesus made it 
clear in John 17 that Christian unity is based on a belief in the apostolic 
gospel. Without a common belief in the fundamental truths of the Christian 
gospel, we have nothing in common. Therefore, in a society where ‘unity’ 
is increasingly demanded of us, it is good to be clear as to what we see as 
the basis of our unity. 
And so, at a time when doctrinal statements are out of fashion, let us 
appreciate the valuable role which they can play in the life of a church.             
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
David. 
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Amongst Ourselves   
 
The warm sunny weather that we have been enjoying recently reminds me 
of a Christian house party that I attended some years ago in the Lake 
District when the weather was very hot. Some musicians introduced us to a 
song; the words or part of them went like this ‘too much sunshine makes a 
desert’. If the grass and crops need the rain to grow, how much more do 
we as Christians need showers of blessing from the Lord Almighty if we 
are not to become barren. 
 
After the Good Friday service a number of folks enjoyed a walk up to 
Aber Falls and the services on Easter Day were shared by David & John. 
Rev Dafydd Job from Capel y Ffynnon came to minister on the 11th April 
and we also had a visit from the Rev Andrew Lucas from Omagh on 2nd 
May. Since the Easter break David has recommenced his Sunday morning 
series in John’s Gospel as well as 2 Kings on Sunday evenings. The 
regular activities of the church have continued; the men’s breakfast, the 
‘Open Air’ in the city centre and the ‘Fellowship lunches and suppers’ to 
name but a few. 
 
We enjoyed the visit of Kerry Orchard one Tuesday evening who spoke on 
recent developments at the Wales Evangelical School of Theology. Our 
minister attended the annual Banner of Truth ministers’ conference in 
Leicester and a small group of us attended the annual assembly of the 
AECW in Newtown. 
 
We have restarted the fellowship groups; David’s group is studying the 
book of Ruth and John’s group is looking at ‘Miracles, Parables and 
Discipleship’ in Matthew’s Gospel. 
 
Numbers of our fellowship are unwell including Peter Gordon-Roberts, 
Jackie Williams awaits an operation and Audrey Roberts is hoping to have 
her dialysis at home in the near future. 
 
At our recent Evangelism committee meeting one of the things we have 
decided to do is to plan a Thanksgiving Supper provisionally arranged for 
the Thursday 23rd September. Everyone is welcome but please, if you plan 
to come, bring a friend. Publicity will be produced nearer the time! 

John P Gough 
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The rain had stopped by the time we got to the falls! 
 
 

*********************** 
 
 

Dates For Your Diary 
 
July 3rd     Annual Day Conference of Welsh Evangelical Churches of 
North Wales at Brynygroes, Bala.   
 
July 3rd -10th  Revival Conference at WEST 
 
July 16th  Carys & Askan’s wedding in Cyprus. 
 
July 17th  Chloe Bright’s wedding in Leeds. 
 
July 17th   Beach Mission commences in Benllech 
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Daily Prayer Points 
 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Phil 4:6 
 
Sunday. Thanksgiving: For God’s love and mercy in redeeming and 
choosing us. 
Prayer: For the preaching of the word both at Ebenezer and in all 
Christian Churches, and that people hear the Gospel and respond. 
 
Monday. Thanksgiving: For God’s love and mercy for the many 
opportunities He affords us. 
Prayer: For all the meetings to be held this week. Prayer Meetings/ 
Fellowship Groups, Bible Club, Ladies Bible Study, Youth Club etc. 
 
Tuesday. Thanksgiving: For God’s love and mercy in providing us with a 
church and leaders. 
Prayer: Pray for the Elders, Deacons, and for all those who help with the 
various activities and tasks that sustain and foster the fellowship. 
 
Wednesday. Thanksgiving: For the many blessings we have received 
individually and as a church. 
Prayer: Pray for all those in the fellowship who are unwell or hurting.  
 
Thursday. Thanksgiving: Praise God for placing us where we are. 
Prayer: For our Country, the Queen, the Prime Minister and all those in 
authority over us. Pray that they will rule wisely in accordance with the 
will of God. Pray for our own witness to family and friends. 
 
Friday. Thanksgiving: For God’s sovereign work in revival in past 
generations. 
Prayer: Pray that God, in His mercy, will heal our land and bring about 
revival in our time. 
 
Saturday. Thanksgiving: Give thanks for God’s work in creation and in 
ordaining a day of rest.  
Prayer: Pray for spiritual refreshment as well as physical rest. Pray for the 
 Sunday Services and the preparation for them.                                                                                        

Don Moreland 
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Missionary Prayer Requests  
 
Sunday: WEST. Please pray for ‘the 2010 Summer Season at WEST’ – a 
series of lectures for six weeks, 25 May to 2 July, “The Whole Armour of 
God”.  Pray that those completing studies at WEST will make a smooth 
transition into pastoral and evangelistic ministry.    
 
Monday: Richard and Barbara Davies & family (AIM) They give 
praise that Harry and Anne are being preserved in the Comores and are 
able to reinforce their witness with projects that benefit the daily lives of 
Comorians.   The Davies family will be in UK from 7 July to 6 August. 
 
Tuesday: UCCF – Mike Chalmers.  He is grateful for the faithfulness of 
Jon and Hannah, the Relay workers who finish in June.  This summer he 
will be leading a team of students to Lithuania – pray for travel safety and 
opportunities to talk about Jesus.  Pray for his preparation for next year 
and for the new intake of students to Bangor. 
 
Wednesday: Geni, Albania, The latest concerning Geni’s proposed visit 
to Bangor is that application will be made soon to come in the Autumn of 
2010.  Recently he was with a group that visited Kosovo and Macedonia 
and was able to share his testimony in many places.  Pray for the 
preparation for summer camps and for a good number of campers. 
 
Thursday: Carys Joyner, (IFES – Cyprus). Pray for Carys and Ashkan 
as they prepare for their wedding in July in Cyprus; then, for their move 
back to UK, and Bible training for Ashkan at WEST, Bryntirion. 
 
Friday: Capel y Ffynnon, - Dafydd Job.  Pray for members preparing for 
summer activities at camps and conferences.  Pray for safe delivery of two 
babies due soon and their parents.  Work is to begin soon on alterations to 
the kitchen and to provide better facilities for the children. 
 
Saturday: Johnny and Ann McClean,  (OMF, IFES – Thailand).  
Johnny and Ann need wisdom and strength in their involvement with 
Sompit, a Christian mother dying of cancer, and her two grandsons.  They 
are due to lead an Evangelistic High School Camp, 18-20 June.  Please  
remember Mr Au, the new leader of the Student ministry. 

 Richard Owens 
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Going to Brittany 
 

In the middle of the 16th Century, France was going through a powerful 
spiritual revival. Some sources say that between 1555 and 1561 over 2000 
churches were planted in France. Up to 10 % of the population would have 
been Christians. But fierce persecution in the following centuries left a 
spiritual wilderness. Many Christians died, some went back to the Roman 
Catholic Church, and many others left the country. Ever since, the church, 
in France has been struggling to recover. 
 
Today, less than 0.5 % of the population goes to an evangelical church. 
There are 10 times as many Muslims in France as there are Evangelical 
Christians. But God is working slowly and over the last 40 years, over 
1000 churches have been planted. Yet many places are still without any 
witness at all. 
 
Brittany is such a place. 450 years ago, the ordinary people of Brittany 
only spoke Breton, a Celtic language related to Welsh, and there was no 
one to preach the gospel in their native language. As a result, the Breton 
people remained Roman Catholics, and evangelical churches in Brittany 
are few and far between. Today, very few Breton people speak Breton, but 
they still have not heard the gospel. 
 
Brittany is slightly bigger than Wales with a population of about 4 million 
inhabitants. Yet, there are about 50 evangelical churches for the whole of 
Brittany, mainly found in coastal towns and cities. There are more 
churches in South Wales than in the whole of Brittany. The inland is 
hardly reached, and there are no gospel preaching churches in the center of 
Brittany. 
 
Emmanuel and Esther Durand are UFM missionaries, about to leave for 
Brittany in the coming summer. Emmanuel is French, and Esther is Welsh. 
She is the youngest daughter of Rev Ioan Davies and was brought up in 
Bangor. They will join another UFM missionary couple who work in 
Guingamp, in Northern Brittany. They will work together in the local 
evangelical church, helping the local Christians there, and reaching out to 
the numerous towns and villages where there is no witness at all. 
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They need your support and prayers and if you would like to know more, 
and to receive Emmanuel and Esther’s regular newsletter, you can contact 
UFM Worldvide, 145 Faringdon Road, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 5DL, or 
by email: admin@ufm.org.uk. 
 

 
Emmanuel, Esther, Jean-Baptiste and Maxine 

 
Book review 

 
‘Contours of Pauline theology by Tom Holland ‘ 
[Published by Christian Focus Publications ISBN 1-85792-469-X] 
 
In this book, Dr Holland sets out to demonstrate that Paul’s message is in 
complete agreement with the message of Jesus as presented in the Gospel 
accounts.  His primary method of doing this is to demonstrate that the 
stress of the New Testament is to reveal the mission and person of Jesus in 
light of the Old Testament background and knowledge that was taken for 
granted by the first century listeners concerning the history of the Jewish 
nation.  
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Dr. Holland presents a strong case that both the Gospel writers and Paul 
present Jesus as fulfilling in particular the promises made regarding the 
second exodus from Babylon [See for instance Jer. 23:7, 8].  The first 
Exodus in Egypt had not given them a restoration as, due to their 
increasing apostasy, God had delivered them into a new captivity in 
Babylon.  Through the latter prophets, God makes further promises of 
restoration, not by a second Moses, but a descendant of David. 
Dr Holland shows that inter-biblical writers were in anticipation of a 
coming Davidic Messiah.  Both the Gospel writers and Paul present Jesus 
as this long expected Messiah.  For instance, all four Gospels introduce 
John the Baptist as ‘the voice of one crying in the wilderness, “Prepare the 
way of the Lord.”’  Jesus started His public ministry by identifying 
Himself as the Spirit anointed one of Is. 49:8, 9 [Lk. 4:18, 19]; where 
Messiah means anointed one.  Both the passages quoted by John the 
Baptist and Jesus are based upon the promises related to the new exodus. 
As stated by Dr. Holland “This Exodus theme is stressed even more by the 
way Jesus took His disciples to the upper room” [Page 28]. The New 
Testament presentation of the New Covenant, the need of the heart to be 
circumcised, the conversion of the gentiles and so forth are all New 
Exodus themes that the New Testament writers demonstrated found their 
fulfilment in and through Christ Jesus.  By introducing this paradigm, Dr. 
Holland both simplifies the task of understanding Pauline theology and 
shows that he is totally consistent to other New Testament writers. 
I would like to use Dr. Holland’s treatment of the letter to the Romans as a 
taster.  Dr. Holland shows that Paul structures this letter from Isaiah to 
summarise salvation history.  He provides a list of Paul’s use of Isaiah in 
order of usage, thus showing that their inclusion is not haphazard, but they 
are placed to show God’s fulfilment of His promises through the Church. 
I can thoroughly recommend this book. It demonstrates that Paul is in 
accord with the apostolic Gospel, that it was written very much to a first 
century audience with a good knowledge of Jewish history and it gives a 
paradigm that opens up our understanding of how God fulfils the promises 
made throughout the Old Testament, but in particular regarding both 
Exoduses, in the new community of believers in Christ Jesus.  It also helps 
us to appreciate the Gospel through Jewish eyes; after all the Scriptures 
were written predominantly by Jews and initially for Jews and Gentile 
sympathizers of Jewish Scriptures.   In short, this book helps us to place 
ourselves in the mind of its original audience 
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EBENEZER EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
ST. PAUL’S TERRACE, BANGOR 

(01248 352321 unattended) 
www.ebenezerbangor.org.uk 
…………………………… 

 
OFFICERS 
Elders 
David Finnie (Minister)                            Dkjfinnie@aol.com                                    (01248) 362334 
John Gough                                        jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                          352433 
 
Deacons 
Gareth Thomas                                                                                                                           362320 
Wyn Thomas                                        w.thomas@bangor.ac.uk                                              351347  
                                                                     
 

REGULAR MEETINGS 
                              
SUNDAY             10.10am               Prayer Meeting in Library. 
                              10.30am               Morning Service. Junior Church (ages 4-10) during sermon. 
                               5.40pm                Prayer Meeting in Library. 
                               6pm                     Evening Service 
                                                           The Lord’s Supper 1st Sun. evening & 3rd Sun. morning. 
 
 
TUESDAY            7.30pm                 Prayer Meeting/ Bible Study 
                                                            Fellowship Groups*  
 
 
WEDNESDAY      10am                    Ladies Bible Study* 
                                6. pm                   Bible Club for ages 4-11  
 
 
FRIDAY                 7.30pm                G.O.A.L Youth Club for ages 11-18.  
 

 
SATURDAY          8.30am                 Men’s Breakfast (monthly) 
                             11am/2pm              Open Air outside Boots (monthly) 

* Meetings not held in the church – please ask for details. 
 
 
Secretary: Liz Storkey                         lizstorkey@btinternet.com                            (01248)    601363    
Treasurer: Enid Vincent                   e.vincent353@btinternet.com                                           714353 
Bible Club Leader: JanetThomas         janetthomas62@live.co.uk                                            351347 
Youth Club Leader: David Finnie           dkjfinnie@aol.com                                                    362334 
Newsletter Editor: Liz Gough           jnlzgough99@btinternet.com                                           352433   
Assistant Editor: Jackie Williams             jaxwms@aol.com                                                     370094       
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